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Local Communit<

Aust>alia Day Awards
Maitland Citizen of the Year 2016

Three members of our Church were among the
sixteen people nominated to be Maitland 2016
Citizen of the Year. Carol Connaughton, Kevin
Short and Beverley Steggles (all pictured) were
nominated for their work within the Maitland
Region community.
The award was presented to Beverley Steggles at the Australia Day
Ceremony by Mayor Peter Blackmore.
Beverley was recognised for her voluntary work with World Vision, the
Anglican Church, her co-ordination of the East Maitland Grandparents as
Parents Support Group initially started by this Parish and for her
involvement in a number of other community activities.
We congratulate all three nominees, and especially Beverley for this
wonderful recognition.

Holy Baptism

Rest in Peace

We welcome all those who will be baptised into the
Body of Christ at Saint Peter’s in the coming weeks,
and those baptised at the end of December and in
January, amongst them:

Please pray for the souls of all those who have died
recently, and amongst them for those whose
funerals were held in church in recent weeks:

Shaiessa Deborah Dixon
Adam Michael Dixon
Shane Mervyn Keith Dixon
Jayden Tony Dixon
Neashea Judith Ann Dixon
Narkeisha Leanne Dixon
Khyleaha Amber Dixon
Jayeirra Ashleigh Dixon
Aaron Ross Dixon
Alice Livingston Kean
Coast Mark Neil Mackenzie
Amiia-Lee Andrews
Eviee Margaret Saywell
Harper Mae Clack
Amelia Rose Capararo
Alexis Cowan
Dexter Trowbridge
Eden Murray Nowlan
Chloe Sally-Ann Phillips
Jason Graham Burch
Nate Graham Burch
Indiana April Camposano
James John Peter Reichel
Please pray for them and for their families.

Lyall Patrick Shone
Olive Lavlett Bates
Nolan Frederick Williams
Maxwell Donald Herbert
Pray too for all who mourn.

Parish Pastoral Workers…
we are here to help you!
Yvonne Bell
yvonnebell@eastmaitlandanglican.org
Mobile: 0428 712 519
Judy Cordwell
judithcordwell@eastmaitlandanglican.org
Telephone: (02) 4933 3273
Richard Fellows
richardfellows@eastmaitlandanglican.org
Telephone: (02) 4932 0445
Dawn Morris
dawnmorris@eastmaitlandanglican.org
Telephone: (02) 4933 3136

Parish Diar)
1st February

Talitha Community at 4.30 pm
in the Meeting Room (every
Wednesday in term time)

1st February

'Welcome to Baptism' Evening
in the Hall at 6 pm

3rd February

Play Time resumes at 10 am
in the Hall (every Friday in term
time)

Parish Lunches
We have a full programme of parish lunches
planned for 2017, each starting at
12 noon. Please mark these in your diary, and
invite your friends:
29th January

Candlemass Parish Lunch in
the Parish Hall

5th March

Friendship Lunch at the
Bank Hotel, East Maitland

2nd April

Friendship Lunch at the
Bank Hotel, East Maitland

7th May

Friendship Lunch at the
Bank Hotel, East Maitland

28th May

Mission Lunch in the Hall

4th June

Friendship Lunch at the
Bank Hotel, East Maitland

25th June

Patronal Festival Parish
Lunch in the Hall

6th August

Friendship Lunch at the
Bank Hotel, East Maitland

3rd September

Friendship Lunch at the
Bank Hotel, East Maitland

1st October

Petrus Community Church
at 5 pm in the Hall (2nd & 4th
Sundays)

Friendship Lunch at the
Bank Hotel, East Maitland

15th October

Harvest Mission Lunch
in the Hall

14th February

Anglican Care Presentation
at 10.30 am in the Hall

5th November

Friendship Lunch at the
Bank Hotel, East Maitland

14th February

Pastoral Care Team Meeting
at 3 pm in the Meeting Room

26th November

Feast of Christ the King
Parish Lunch in the Hall

16th February

Man Talk Barbecue at 7 pm at
Saint Egwin’s House (meetings
follow in blocks on Mondays)

10th December

Christmas Party in the
Rectory Garden from 5 pm

17th February

Fun Time Movie Night at 5.30 pm
in the Hall (3rd Friday each month)

19th February

Movie Afternoon at 3 pm
in the Hall

22nd February

Men’s Fellowship Dinner at 6 pm
in the Hall

23rd February

Saint Peter’s Emergency Relief
Annual General Meeting
at 1.30 pm in the Ministry Centre

3rd February

Junior Choir at 4.30 pm
in the Church (every Friday in
term time)

3rd February

First Friday Healing Mass
at 10.30 am and Stations of the
Cross at 6 pm in the Church

6th February

Esther Community at 7 pm
(every Monday)

7th February

Craft Time begins at 10 am
in the Meeting Room (1st & 3rd
Tuesdays)

8th February

Music Time begins at 10 am in the
Hall (every Wednesday in term
time)

10th February

Feast Fest Twilight Food
Market at 6 pm in the Parish
Grounds

12th February

Faith MaCers

Light a Candle with Hope
Father David reflects on the use of candles in our praying
For Christians light is a symbol of faith, it reminds us that Jesus is
the Light of the World and that through his teachings and his life
we can live lives enlightened by him. This is a theme throughout
the Christian year, but we focus on it particularly on the weekends
after Christmas in the Season of Epiphany. Jesus calls all of us to
be his light in the world - in other words he invites us to live lives
that follow his, so that other people are helped to know and come
to love him.
If we are to live Christ-like lives it means that we must truly and
deeply care about each other.
When those we know, or even people who we hear about on the
radio or see on the television have special problems or worries or
needs we do our best to help them - by practical action and
through prayer.

Rene Rasmussen, crafting our new
votive candlestand

Our new votive candlestand, donated by Noelle Freeman and her family in loving memory of her beloved
husband George and their daughter Deborah is a symbol of our love for others. As this issue of Cross and Keys
goes to print, we are preparing for its hallowing at the Sung Mass on the final weekend of the
Season of Epiphany at the end of January, the Feast of Candlemass,
As Christians, because we seek to care for others within the light of Christ, we want to do something when
people are in need. For example if someone has died we continue to pray for them, and we might light a
candle for them as a sign that although they now live beyond the gateway of death we have not stopped loving
them and will continue to love them until we meet again in the glory of our Heavenly Father.
We pray for, and might light a candle for those who have been left behind and are mourning the death of a
loved one. We pray for, and might light a candle for someone who is very ill or shortly to go through an
operation. We pray for and might light a candle for people we know who are facing danger or confusion. There
are so many things that we might light a candle for, and as we do so we do not only simply light the candle we
also commit ourselves to praying for that person or situation.
We also pray in thanksgiving: lighting a candle as we pray giving thanks to God for blessings received or answers
to prayers.
The original meaning of the word ‘votive’ referred to ‘something that is offered in fulfilment of a vow’. We
light votive candles as a sign of the prayers that we have promised to offer - a promise that we might have
made to ourselves or to others.
Lighting a candle is not a substitute for our prayer but simply an accompaniment; an ancient devotional
practice through which many millions of Christians the world over have found inspiration and comfort. When
we leave the church building our candles continue to burn as a sign that our prayer was not merely momentary,
but is held within our hearts, and within the heart of God.
More often than not our prayer will be private and perhaps highly confidential but sometimes we desperately
need others to support us in our praying; that is why we invite parishioners to name those people or situations
that they are praying for on the prayer list at the back of Church, so that prayers can also be offered at the
Daily Eucharist for those needs.
Handcrafted by artisan blacksmith Rene Rasmussen of Cosy Iron Design at Medowie, our new votive candlestand
now provides an opportunity for us to light candles as we pray. For some of us this is a familiar practice, for
others of us it is something new. We are very grateful for the kind donation of the candlestand by Noelle and
her family.
I invite all of us to experiment with lighting candles alongside our praying as we reach out to God in
faith.

Mission ParEFerships
We introduce the programmes that parishioners will be supporting through our
mission giving, mission pigs and mission lunches in 2017
In 2016 we planned to raise $12,000 to support our mission partnerships through our weekly mission offering,
our mission pigs and our two mission lunches. We were thrilled to raise $12,032.45 - thank you for your
support!
In 2017 we are once again planning, with your support, to raise $12,000 to be used to offer the following
support to mission projects (any additional funds raised in 2017 will be used to support local mission projects
within our own Parish):
$3,750
$3,750
$1,500
$1,000
$1,000
$1,000

to
to
to
to
to
to

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd through the Anglican Board of Mission (ABM);
Nungalinya College through ABM;
Bush Church Aid through the BCA mission boxes scheme;
the Maitland and District Christian Education Association;
resource scripture teaching in local schools;
support the local mission of a neighbouring Parish.

We are pleased to introduce the two partnerships that we will be supporting through ABM, one in Australia and
one overseas. Please pray for these projects and give generously to support them:

Nungalinya College

Established in 1974 on Larrakia land in the suburb of Casuarina in Darwin,
Nungalinya College offers courses in literacy and numeracy, theology and
ministry, music, and media providing invaluable support to Anglican
communities in Arnhem Land and the islands of the Gulf of Carpentaria.
Students are recommended by their local churches and travel from remote
communities to Darwin for study blocks.
Students typically begin their time at Nungalinya College in the Foundation
Studies course as they study to complete their Certificate I in Education and
Skills Development. It is a basic reading and writing course in English with the
Bible as the main text. Literacy and numeracy is taught in a way that is
directly relevant to the student’s life and faith.
The course also includes practical everyday numeracy, understanding money
and doing sums. Students can start at a preliminary or advanced level. The
students of the College are highly motivated to advance their literacy skills to
read the Bible and to go on to study the Certificate III in Christian Ministry and Theology.
Our support of Nungalinya College will contribute to the employment of a literacy teacher to help these eager
students develop the fundamental skills for further study and for life. Funds also contribute to the support of
the overall work of the College.

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd

According to the leaders of the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd, the growth
of this children’s ministry in Kenya in recent years is a sign that the Lord
wants to raise up a new generation of people who love Jesus. In 2016 the
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd Association managing the programme in
Kenya met all expectations of the ABM Partnership Agreement and expanded
further into South Sudan and Rwanda.
The Catechesis of the Good Shepherd is a Christian Education programme that
believes that young children have the potential to develop a conscious,
intimate and living relationship with God. ABM is now supporting seven
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd training centres in Kenya, Nairobi, Eastern
Uganda and South Sedan, offering over 800 children Christian education. Our
giving will support these programmes.
For more information about these partnerships, please contact Lyn Bellamy.

Family Minist>ies

Beginning a New Year Together

As the school holidays come to a close, we are getting excited about kick-starting our
various ministry activities for families, children and young people for 2017
Petrus Community Church
gathered for the first time on
Sunday 22nd January and it
was great to welcome a
number of new families, as
we blessed over forty
backpacks and teachers’ bags
in preparation for the start of
the new school year.
The Petrus Community will be
gathering on the Second and
Fourth Sundays at 5 pm in the
Parish Hall throughout the
year, including our God Time
children’s activities during
those gatherings.

Father David blessed backpacks and teachers’ bags as we prayed for the new
school year at the Petrus Community Church gathering in January

Church Time our Sunday morning children’s learning programme will continue to meet on the First and Third
Sundays during the 9.30 am Sunday Sung Mass.
Music Time our music programme for pre-school aged children (0-5) will be starting up soon, and will have its
first session on Wednesday 8th February, starting at 10 am in the hall. This is a new ministry that will be
beginning, and we are very excited to bring it our community! We will be meeting on Wednesday mornings
during school term time throughout the year.
Talitha Community our discipleship group for young girls starts up again in the first week of term on
1st February in the Meeting Room from 4.30 - 5.30 pm and will continue to meet on Wednesdays during school
term time throughout the year.
Play Time our playgroup will meet up again on Friday 3rd February from 10-12 noon in the hall, and then on
Friday mornings during term time for the rest of the year – we are looking forward to seeing everyone again!
Junior Choir starts rehearsals on Friday 27th January from 4.30-5.30 pm and will be rehearsing at that time
each week during school term time for the rest of the year, and leading worship on some Sunday mornings
throughout the year at the Sung Mass at 9.30 am.
Fun Time our fun activity evening for school age children, begins with its first movie night of the year on
17th February at 5.30pm in the hall, as we watch the movie ‘Zootopia’! Lots of popcorn and dinner will be
provided. We will be meeting on the Third Friday of each month during the year.

Flower Ar)angers Needed
Do you like flowers? Want to try your hand at flower arranging? The
flower arrangers at Saint Peter's are looking for people to join in
and help out. No prior knowledge is necessary, as you can pair with
one of our friendly and experienced arrangers!
If interested, you would spend a morning once every six weeks or
so, working with real or artificial flowers, and turning them into
amazing floral displays.
For further details please contact Anne Page.

Church Family

Unto us Two Children are BorF!
We welcome James and Lincoln into our Church Family
While most people celebrated New Year’s Eve with
partying, drinks or fireworks Robert and Kirsten
Copas were celebrating the the birth of their son,
James Robert Copas!
Born on 31st December at 3:29 pm at 9 lb 2, 52cm,
James is the newest sibling to brother Charlie and
sister Callie. Robert, Kirsten and their children
worship with us at Petrus Community Church
gatherings, where Robert leads our music.
Congratulations!

Maitland’s first baby of 2017 was little Lincoln Keith Ryder, born at
2.43 am on the 1st January to Michelle and Aaron Ryder, who are members
of our 7.30 am congregation. Lincoln became a celebrity being featured
in the Maitland Mercury.
Little Lincoln owes his name to a rather important ancestor of his – the
great Abraham Lincoln himself! It will be a while before he is quite ready
to fill those presidential shoes though, he was born at 7.25 lbs, 3.29 kg.
Congratulations!

Movie AﬅerFoon

Sunday, 19th February at 3.30 pm in the Parish Hall
On Sunday 19th February our Parish Hall will be transformed into a cinema
with a “Valentine’s Day” theme by our Fundraising Group.
The movie, “Florence Foster Jenkins” stars Meryl Streep and Hugh Grant –
a heart warming, uplifting and hugely entertaining film based on the life
of socialite Florence Jenkins, a self proclaimed Soprano with dubious
singing ability.
The cost of $20 per person includes pizza, wine and ice cream. Please
invite your friends and family to come along for an afternoon of
entertainment and friendship! We begin at 3.30pm for 4 pm Please sign
up at the back of church or contact Judi Moore for more information.
Please bring a cushion, the seats are not as comfortable as the cinema!

Men’s Fellowship

Wednesday, 22nd February at 6 pm in the Parish Hall
Men’s Fellowship begins its programme for 2017 on 22nd February with a dinner at 6 pm for 6.30 pm. The
evening will include a discussion about plans for the rest of the year, so please join us if you are able to.
Cost is $15 for a home cooked meal and great company, bring your own wine if you would like to.
Please sign up at the back of church or contact Father Peter for more information.

Discipleship

Man Talk
Tenambit Retirement
Living
Our long-held dream of having an Anglican
residential retirement community in the Parish on
Collinson Street in Tenambit is about to take its next
step forward.
Come along to the Parish Hall on Tuesday 14th
february at 10.30 am and hear more about the
exciting new plans for Anglican Care Northwood
Retirement Living.
Timing for Stage 2 of the project, together with
brochures and detailed information regarding pricing
will be available for people attending this meeting.
If you are thinking about downsizing or know anyone

After a fantastic year in
2016 at Man Talk, our
opening theme for 2017 is
‘Created Incomplete’
where we will look at the differences between male
and female spirituality, our submission to Christ, and
the important role of men in discipling their children
and grandchildren.
This year we will be gathering on Thursdays at 7 pm
at Saint Egwin’s House on the Church site.
We kick off the year with a barbecue at Saint
Egwin’s House at 7 pm on Thursday February 16th.
Man Talk is a space for Christian men of all ages,
denominations, of faith or of none to journey
together spiritually.
For more information please contact Jesse.

Fellowship

Craﬅ Time
We are looking forward to the beginning of ‘Craft
Time’ at Saint Peter’s.

who may be interested, come along to this meeting
to get full details and ask any questions you may
have of the people who are involved in this exciting
development.
Please sign up on the sheet at the back of church, or
for more information contact Kylie Jacques at
Anglican Care directly on (02) 4958 0095 or
kyliejacques@anglicancare.com.au

Gathering in the Meeting Room in the Hall on the 1st
and 3rd Tuesdays of each month at 10 am, Craft
Time is a new way for us to fellowship together.
Bring along your arts and crafts, and create
something beautiful! A donation of $5 each session is
requested to cover the cost of morning tea and craft
items.
For more information regarding this group please
contact Christine Butler on 0456 699 319.

Memorial Flowers
Each year families remember loved ones who have died by dedicating memorial
flowers in the church. The flowers are placed in the church for the weekend nearest
to the anniversary of death and the loved one who is being remembered is named in
our prayers at the weekend Eucharists.
The cost of the flowers is at the discretion of the donor but is generally an amount
between $100 - $200.
If you wish to remember your loved ones in this way, please contact Anne Page and
she will be happy to discuss this with you and make the necessary arrangements.

Parishioners in Proﬁle

The Mavroucas Family

Yanni and Gabriella were in conversation with Elizabeth Brown
The Mavroucas family have been worshipping with us for some months
now, and have very quickly become part of the family! Although Yanni,
Gabriella and Sophia are enjoying life to the fullest right now, they have
had long journeys on their way to finding each other, and building their
beautiful life together.
Yanni grew up in Paramatta as the youngest of four, raised solely by his
mother, after his father’s death. Yanni’s family life was one marked by
devotion to God and Church – his mother would attend their Greek
Orthodox Church every single day, and if she did not have the bus fare, she would walk there. This powerful
example of devotion to God is one that inspired and helped Yanni’s own faith grow to be the important part of
his life that it is today.
Gabriella however, had a difficult start in life. She started out in Sylvania, the second youngest of seven
siblings, who were forcibly removed from their parents by authorities when she was only two years old. After
being in the custody of an orphanage and a temporary foster family, she was fostered out permanently to a
family when she was 4 years old. Through this heartbreaking time however, she was able to hold on to faith –
she knew that it was her father’s wish for her to be raised as a Catholic, and so she faithfully attended Church
while growing up, and knew that God was with her through it all.
After both being married previously, Yanni and Gabriella had been through a great deal. One day, Yanni entered
his usual coffee shop, and, in his words “saw a pair of eyes, and fell in love”. This had been the regular café
for both of them for around 18 months, but it was not until this day that they finally met. Over the next few
weeks, Gabriella would go to pay for her meals, only to find the bill already paid for her, she would have
flowers and perfume given to her, Yanni would even turn up, and give her home-cooked meals to “make sure
that she was being taken care of”. After two weeks of courting, their relationship quickly became official, and
after that, they were finally married 21 years ago. Since then their married life together has been lived to the
full!
Gabriella has a real flair for fashion and beauty, and had three fashion boutiques over the years, before
deciding to open a craft shop, teaching craft skills from Dungog to Oakley. She then worked in beauty salons
after achieving her beauty diploma, and now sells health supplement products. Yanni began working full time
at the age of 15 in the railways, beginning as a shunter, then working his way up to become a mentor and
trainer.
When everything was looking good for him, Yanni suffered an assault from a group of young men during a shift.
This was a huge time of trial for Yanni and Gabriella – Yanni needed many surgeries, including knee and hip
replacements, a knuckle from his thumb removed, and still suffers from short term memory loss to this day.
Gabriella had to look after him full time, while also juggling the demands of work. They moved to Maitland,
and began a time of healing and restoration. They volunteered with and joined a Church community, and in this
time, experienced anew the presence of God, and learnt to understand the Bible better.
But the biggest blessing their lives were to receive was to come in the form of the precious Sophia. After
Yanni’s youngest daughter found that she was not able to continue caring for her daughter, Yanni and Gabriella
gained custody of Sophia, and have had their lives brightened beyond recognition. Describing her as God’s gift
to them, they said that “even when the house is dark at night, our home is still full of sunshine, because Sophie
is with us”. Sophia enjoys many activities, from earning ribbons in horseriding, to being in the Australian youth
choir, and even playing the flute!
The family began attending Saint Peter’s last year after having us recommended to them as a place that
cares about families and children, and which has helpful programmes for Sophia to take part in.
They attend the Sung Mass and Petrus Community Gatherings, and Sophia is part of the Junior choir, and has
enjoyed being part of our young girls’ Bible study group, the Talitha Community. Sophia appears on the
cover of this issue of Cross and Keys, at one of the Christmas Eve Family Services.
When speaking about their family, Yanni, Gabriella and Sophia say that “we’re all blessed”, and that
they have no regrets. We are so glad to have Yanni, Gabriella and Sophia as part of our
community!

Faith MaCers

All Meekly Kneeling?

As a priest myself, I have ministered to people in all
sorts of situations and it is good that Father David has
raised the question of standing for communion at this
time.

Father Rod Gallagher reflects on kneeling
to receive Holy Communion

It makes no difference to the effectiveness of the
sacrament whether we are kneeling, standing, on
crutches, in a wheelchair, sitting in the pew or lying
flat on our back in hospital. The Grace of God
overcomes all our physical limitations. “God looketh
on the heart”.

One can always tell an Anglican Church, it has a
communion rail. It is part of the furniture where
people kneel to receive Communion, it is part of
our heritage and culture.

So I am pleased that we shall maintain kneeling as the
preferred position for receiving Holy Communion at
the Sunday Eucharists while ever we are able.

Just recently Father David has asked us to consider
this practice as a number of us are ageing and some
of us find it difficult to climb the Chancel steps, let
alone kneel down and get back up again. After
consultation with the people, he has decided, very
wisely in my opinion, to retain the practice of
kneeling while ever we are able to do so.
Everything we do in church has its basis on the clear
teachings of scripture and in many cases has a long
and colourful history. This is a good example.
At the time of the Reformation, back in the Sixteenth
Century, the Church of England reflected carefully on
its teaching about the Sacraments. Baptism and Holy
Communion were called the “Two Great Sacraments
of the Gospel” and the other five were called the
Lesser Sacraments or rites of the Church. The reason
was to emphasise the importance of the two
Sacraments clearly given by our Lord in the Gospels.
“Do this” he said “in remembrance of me” (Luke
22:19) and in Matthew 28:19, “Go make disciples,
baptising them ‘In the name of the Father, Son and
Holy Spirit’.
As it says in the Catechism, “these two sacraments
are ‘requisite and necessary for salvation’”.
However, the five lesser sacraments are not essential
for salvation. We do not have to be married to go to
heaven, or be ordained or confirmed, or go to
oracular confession or have extreme unction (last
rites) before we can be saved. But I hasten to add
that these are wonderful and meaningful parts of the
Church’s ministry, but the distinction should be made
between the two Great Sacraments and the others.

Receiving the Blessed Sacrament is a very special
moment in our spiritual lives. It is an ecstatic moment
when Heaven and earth are united in the redeeming
blood of Christ. It is a foretaste of the divine eternity.
But Lo! There dawns a yet more glorious day
The Saints triumphant rise in bright array
The King of Glory passeth on his way.
Alleluia.
Who therefore would not kneel, if not on one’s knees,
certainly in one’s heart?

Standing to Receive
Holy Communion
A message from Father David
I sought responses from members of the congregation
in relation to the experiment of standing to receive
Holy Communion on Sunday mornings during the
Season of Advent. 78 people completed green forms or
wrote to me. The feedback from those who chose to
respond is as follows:
7.30 am Holy Eucharist
Yes (keep standing): 67%.
No (return to altar rails): 33%
9.30 am Sung Mass
Yes (keep standing): 76%.
No (return to altar rails): 24%

In the Communion Service of the Book of Common
Prayer of 1662, there is a rubric which says “the
Priest shall deliver the sacrament to the people ‘into
their hands, all meekly kneeling’”.

I have presumed that those who did not respond
reflect the mix of views of those who did, and I am
grateful for the thoughtful written reflections that I
have received.

All meekly kneeling? Because this is a gesture of
humility and respect and again highlights the
importance and sacredness of these special
moments. Even the Queen kneels to receive
communion. Receiving the sacrament is not only a
personal meeting with the Lord, it is sharing with our
brothers and sisters in Christ. It is also a levelling
experience, as we are all children of God sharing this
feast together and receiving the same spiritual
reward. It is God’s free gift.

I have tried to read and listen carefully to all of the
responses.
Given that there is not overwhelming support for the
proposed change, and that those who are opposed to
the change feel much more strongly against the
proposed change than those who are in favour, we
returned to receiving Holy Communion at the altar
rails at Sunday Masses at Christmas and the
experiment is now concluded.

Communit< Minist>ies

ChristRas at
Emergency Relief

Judith Cordwell, our ER Co-ordinator
reports on our Christmas outreach programme
This year during the period leading up to Christmas Saint Peter’s
Emergency Relief distributed 147 Christmas hampers, 126 food parcels and
350 Christmas gifts to those in need in our local community.
This would not have been possible without the help of many people – their
generosity and kindness was remarkable – we would like to pass on our
heartfelt thanks to all who donated to our appeal.
We were grateful to receive donations and support from the Parishes of
Gresford and Paterson, Maitland, Morpeth and Merriwa, and from Saint
Stephen’s Presbyterian Church.
We were supported again by a number of Clubs and Societies including
Lions East Maitland, Lodge Brotherhood East Maitland, Probus Ladies East
Maitland, Rotary East Maitland and Rotary Maitland.
We are grateful to the School Principals who allow and encourage
collections for us, and offer many thanks to the staff, children and families
who generously gave to them. We received three trailer loads of food
from Hunter Valley Grammar School. Largs Public School had a Christmas
Dress Day – a gold coin to participate - over the year they also collected
five cent coins in jars. All of the proceeds from these two activities were
donated to us. East Maitland Public School, Gresford Public School,
Maitland Public School, Tenambit Public School, Emma’s Kindy Patch at
Largs, and Shamrock Hill Day Care all collected large amounts of food and
gifts.
Nicholas Kooj, who received the Sacrament of Confirmation last year and
attends some of our family programmes with his family decided to collect
for our Christmas Appeal. He collected groceries from families at the East
Maitland cub group as part of his work towards the Golden Boomerang Cub
Award. Well done Nicholas and good luck in attaining your award.
Newcastle University Choir Members each filled a canvas shopping bag with
groceries and gifts – a great collection which we were very surprised and so
grateful to receive.

Nicholas Kooj with some of the
food donations that he collected
for our Christmas Appeal

We are grateful for the many individual items of food and gifts and anonymous cash donations that were
dropped into our centre, and to the faithful parishioners at Saint Peter’s who donate to our baskets during the
year and then your absolutely marvellous contribution to our Christmas Appeal we thank you so much.
In an effort to make Christmas special for our clients all the volunteers work extra hours in December,
collecting and unpacking groceries from schools and homes, attending school assemblies or functions to give
thanks for their donations; packing hampers, food parcels and sorting gifts each Saturday in December and
working extra hours on Thursdays to cope with the large amount of clients. We are very thankful to all of our
volunteers who gave of their time freely and happily - Emergency Relief could not operate without them.
All our clients were very grateful to receive their hamper and food parcel and loved being able to browse
among the many beautiful gifts and choose items for themselves and their family members.
“Let us love, not in words or speech but in truth and action.” 1 John 3:16.

Faith of our Fathers

The ForgoCen Hero

Kimbalee Hodges reflects on Terry Smyth’s latest book,
‘Denny Day -The forgotten hero of the Myall Creek Massacre’
I know that when I walk into Saint Peter’s every week, I often think about our
beautiful stained glass windows, and the names of those to whom the
windows have been dedicated. I’ve found myself wondering, who are these
people that these stunning works of art are dedicated to? What lives did they
lead that it was fitting that a beautiful monument be left to remember them
by, year after year, long after they had died?
Over the Christmas period, my friend gave me a book about a man named
Denny Day. My friend then pointed out that the book had a picture of a
window from Saint Peter’s in it, and based on this solely, was the reason for
the gift. Denny Day is mostly forgotten in collective Australian memory, but is
remembered through the stained glass at Saint Peter’s. In 1887, the window above the altar depicting the
Ascension of Christ was dedicated to the memory of Denny Day.
After reading this book, the story of Denny Day has turned out to be much more than I had expected.
Admittedly, Denny Day was a figure of obscurity to me, prior to reading this book. However, what I discovered
was a story of an individual committed to the pursuit of justice for the oppressed over some incredible
obstacles.
The son of an Anglican clergyman, Denny Day was a frontier lawman who patrolled the area of Maitland, known
then as Wallis Plains. In 1837, Day was appointed Police magistrate for the area of Maitland. In 1838, in an
extraordinary move, an order was sent to Day and his men to find and bring to justice white men who had led a
massacre of 28 Aboriginal people at Myall Creek in the New England area. The order was extraordinary as the
welfare of Aboriginal people, and the pursuit of justice for those oppressing them, was considered as a waste of
time among a populace ingrained with virulent racism.
Testament to the unpopularity of the investigation, many people protected the perpetrators, blatantly lying to
Day and blocking his investigation at every point. It was disturbing to learn that many people at the time were
recorded to have been surprised that the incident was even investigated at all.
Denny Day had to also fight the powerful and elite settlers who banded their money together to hire the top
barristers from Sydney to defend the men accused of the massacre. The settlers felt that the colony was
wasting money investigating such trifling issues as the killing of Aboriginal people.
Up until Day’s investigation, only three people had been convicted of the murder of Aboriginal people, and
none had been executed. After Day’s investigation, which used early methods of forensic investigations, seven
of the perpetrators were found guilty and hanged.
What stands out in this book is Day’s perseverance and his commitment to justice. He endured an incredible
number of critics, who wrote vitriol in newspapers against him, arguing that it was Day’s duty as a Christian to
be on the side of the heroic pioneers, and not care for the oppressed Indigenous peoples. It also was notable to
learn that Denny Day had a close affiliation with Caroline Chisholm, assisting her with her missionary activities
while again coming under much public criticism for assisting a Roman Catholic woman.
It seems fitting that the window at Saint Peters depicting the Ascension of Christ, and in turn, the ultimate
triumph of good over evil, of righteousness over sin, is dedicated to the memory of Denny Day. I know that
when I next approach the altar at Saint Peter’s, I will be more aware of the significance of the name of Denny
Day on our church window.
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