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Saint Peter’s Church
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Serving the Communities of Ashtonfield,
East Maitland, Four Mile Creek, Louth Park, Metford,
Pitnacree, Tenambit and the Hunter Region

Parish Oﬃce & Parish Information The Parish
Oﬃce is normally open on Monday, Tuesday,
Thursday and Friday from 9 am to 4 pm and is
the first point of contact for all parish enquiries
and bookings. If the oﬃce is unattended please
leave a message. Contact details and
information about our regular activities can be
found in our Welcome Guide available at the
back of church, on the parish website, or
through the Parish Oﬃce.
Pastoral Care Please advise the Parish Oﬃce
of any pastoral needs and especially if someone
is in hospital. If you need the assistance of a
priest at any time please contact the Parish
Oﬃce. After hours the oﬃce telephone will
automatically re-direct you (without charge to
you) to a member of staﬀ who can assist you.
Baptisms and Weddings Information about
baptisms (christenings) is available on our
parish website. Information about holding a
wedding at Saint Peter’s is available in our
Wedding Guide and on our wedding website.
The best way to make an enquiry about
baptisms or weddings is through our websites.
Site Hire The church and hall buildings are
available for hire for one-oﬀ or regular
community and commercial events.
School & Retirement Living We commend to
you our Anglican College at Fletcher and our
Retirement Village in Tenambit. Please contact
them directly for more information.

Parish Oﬃce Telephone: (02) 4934 5303
E-mail: oﬃce@eastmaitlandanglican.org
Parish: www.eastmaitlandanglican.org
Weddings: www.huntervalleyweddings.info
Mailing: P. O. Box 662 East Maitland NSW 2323

Discipleship

Cursillo Ult+eya

Russ Cooper OAM reports on the
recent Cursillo Gathering at
Saint Peter’s
The Saint Peter’s Cursillo group
combined together with
Cursillistas from neighbouring
parishes to hold an "Ultreya" on
Saturday 5th August.
32 Cursillo Members attended from
the Parishes of Cessnock, Dungog,
Thornton-Beresfield,
Telarah-Rutherford, and of course
Saint Peter’s. This was the first
"Ultreya" to be held at Saint Peter’s
in nineteen years.
There was a great deal of fellowship
and lots of spirited singing during
the afternoon session which was
enjoyed by one and all, led by Russ
Cooper and Margot Miller.

Russ Cooper and Margot Miller lead worship

Yvonne Hinde gave the witness talk and Deacon Wendy led the reflection. Father David was present
and was able to respond to the witness talk and to give the Blessing at the end of the afternoon. The
gathering finished up with a lovely afternoon tea which was far too much for us to eat so the leftovers
were sent to the church to augment the supper being prepared for the Bishop’s Episcopal Visit.
Cursillo is a short three day course in Christian living which is staged once a year for both men and
women. The course is live-in and is a very enjoyable experience from which many great friendships
have resulted, and serves to help us to deepen our faith and discipleship in Jesus. There is also an
active Parish Cursillo group meeting throughout the year.
If you would like more information concerning Cursillo please do not hesitate to contact
Russ Cooper or Father David who will be to glad to tell you about it.

Yvonne Hinde gives the witness talk

Deacon Wendy leads the reflection

Cover Story

Kimbalee Hodges

Father David re-introduces Kim as our new Parish Ministry Assistant
Kim is already well known to many of us, through the Esther
Community, family ministry programmes, as a flower arranger,
reader, welcomer and server.
On Sunday 3rd September at the 9.30 am Sung Mass, Kim will be
commissioned as a Parish Ministry Assistant within the Ministry
Staﬀ Team. This will be a wonderful moment both for Kim and for
the Parish, as it marks another stage in the development of our
ministries, and in Kim’s discipleship of Jesus, having recently
received the Sacrament of Confirmation at our Patronal Festival.
I am delighted that Kim is exploring a call to ordained ministry as a
self-supporting Deacon, and we pray that - God willing - she will be
ordained in due course to serve amongst us as a Parish Deacon.
With the departure of Jesse and Scott later in the year, for ministry in the Diocese of The Murray,
there will be a number of changes in the leadership of some of our ministries to families and young
adults.
Whilst she is exploring a calling to ordained life, Kim will be a member of the Ministry Staﬀ Team
under my supervision, and will have oversight of our ministries amongst 18-35s and our welcoming
of newcomers, as well as assisting in a number of the other ministries of the Parish. Kim has also
been licensed by the Bishop to preach at Saint Peter’s. Kim will be ministering in the Parish whilst
continuing to teach at Hunter River High School, where she has additional duties as Year Advisor to
Year 8 and as the whole school Literacy Coordinator.
Kim was born in Newcastle and baptised at Boolaroo Uniting Church, before moving to Greta with
her parents, where she and her mother regularly attended Greta Uniting Church. Worship oﬀered
there was in the traditional Methodist style. Kim remembers many of the hymns that we sing at Saint
Peter’s from these early days of worship. Kim studied English teaching at the University of
Newcastle where she graduated in 2012 with first class honours and the Faculty of Education and
Arts Medal and then gained employment as a teacher.
It was after a visit to Saint Peter’s during a Good Friday service and meeting Father David that Kim
decided to come to Saint Peter’s more often. After meeting Elizabeth, Kim joined the Esther
Community. Kim credits her friendship with Elizabeth as an important part of helping her understand
Christianity at a deeper level.
Kim completed her Master of Theology degree in 2015 through the University of Newcastle and the
Diocese of Broken Bay reflecting that “My motive for studying theology was to get to know God in a
deeper way. I couldn’t really explain it to people at the time, it was more of an inner stirring that
made me want to re-discover God.”
Kim says that the best part of ministry is helping people to come to know Jesus through liturgy and
worship. “I really love when people ask me a question because I can either help with the answer or
find a book or other resource that will help me understand the answer, so then I get to learn
something too! My favourite thing to read is Christian Apologetics (reasons for and defences of the
faith) and this really gives me the confidence to talk to other people about Christianity.”
Please pray for Kim as she joins us in this new ministry role.

Diocesan
Life

Baptism
Ministries

Welcome
Stephen
Phillips

Giving
Thanks
for Our
Baptism
Minist+ies

At the end of July
Stephen Phillips
commenced work
in the Diocesan
Oﬃce as the
Diocesan Chief
Executive.

Stephen Phillips
Chief Executive

Stephen has
qualifications in
Commercial Law,
Business Administration and Corporate
Governance and comes to the Diocese with
extensive senior executive leadership experience
in the public and private sector, most recently
with the NSW Department of Planning and
Environment.

Across the 129
churches of the
Diocese of
Audrey Belle Farrugia
Newcastle children
baptised in August
and adults are
welcomed for the
Sacrament of Holy Baptism.
Last year, in 2016, 9% of baptisms in the
Diocese (1 in 11 baptisms across 129 churches)
took place in Saint Peter’s Church.

Bishop Peter said, “I am excited that we have
someone with Stephen’s breadth of experience
and Christian commitment joining the Diocesan
leadership.”

In the first eight months of this year we have
welcomed 58 children and adults for Holy
Baptism. This is more baptisms than were
celebrated in each whole year from 2001 to
2010.

Stephen will be responsible for leading the
financial and administrative work of the Anglican
Diocese of Newcastle.

We give thanks to God that we continue to have
the opportunity to welcome newcomers, through
Holy Baptism, into the Body of Christ.

Pastoral Ministries

Marie Licensed for Minist+E
Father David was delighted to present Marie Rothnie with
the Bishop’s Lay Liturgical Assistant Licence at the
7.30 am Holy Eucharist on Sunday 6th August.
Marie has many years of experience as a nurse, and is
now authorised by the Bishop to share in the pastoral
and liturgical ministries of the Parish.
She joins our other Pastoral Workers as a member of the
Pastoral Care Team, led by her husband Father Peter.
If you would like a pastoral visit from a member of the
Pastoral Care Team please contact the Parish Oﬃce.

Marie Rothnie with her ministry licence

Anglican Communion

Sudan Becomes 39th Province
Hundreds of worshippers joined distinguished guests from
around the world in All Saints Cathedral in Khartoum on
Sunday (30 July) as Sudan was inaugurated as the newest
province of the Anglican Communion. It was a morning of joy
and celebration: flags were waved, a marching band led the
procession of clergy through the streets and into the
cathedral, local women from the Mothers’ Union cheered and
danced – all this in temperatures over 40 degrees celsius.
The primate of the new province, Archbishop Ezekiel Kondo –
Archbishop Justin Welby
who was also installed as Archbishop during the service –
presents the primatial cross to
was thrilled by the occasion. “I am so excited,” he said. “I am
Archbishop Ezekiel Kondo
so grateful to everybody who was here... Now we need the
people of the world to continue to pray for us.” He also thanked
the Sudanese government and said it was significant it had sent representatives including a minister.
The Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin Welby, presided at the ceremony and presented Archbishop
Ezekiel with a primatial cross to mark the occasion. He said the birth of a new province was a “rare and
precious” event. “To be invited here to preach this morning is a privilege of which I could never have
dreamed,” he said. “I thank the province of Sudan for the honour of being here at your birth. Like all
births, it comes with responsibility – it is for the Christians to make this province work and for those
outside to serve, pray and to love this new province.”
Archbishop Justin said the church in Sudan had known sorrows as well as joys. There were now many
opportunities and many challenges. “There is land, there are churches, there are wonderful people. The
Church must learn to be sustainable financially, to develop the skills of its people and bless this
country, as the Christians here already do.”
Sudan is predominantly Muslim but has around one million Christians. Archbishop Justin spoke of
seeing Christians and Muslims “co-existing powerfully and eﬀectively” when he had visited the
southern diocese of Kadugli on Saturday. Such tolerant co-existence needed freedom, he said.
“My prayer for Sudan is that there will be freedom continually so that Christians may live confidently,
blessing their country. The more they are free, the more they will be a blessing to Sudan, he said.”
The archbishop praised the Khartoum government for welcoming refugees from the conflict in South
Sudan and thanked it for sending representatives to the service. “No government anywhere in the
world need fear Christians,” he told them.
Sudan has been an internal province within the Episcopal Church of South Sudan and Sudan, which
will now be known as the Episcopal Church of South Sudan (ECSS).
The service marked the end of a process begun last year. After South Sudan gained independence in
2011, the primate faced the challenge of overseeing dioceses in two countries from the south
Sudanese capital, Juba. In 2016 Sudan made a formal application to the Anglican Consultative Council
to become a separate province. Shortly afterwards, the Secretary General led a team on a fact-finding
trip to establish whether the new province would be financially viable and had suﬃcient staﬀ and lay
workers.
There has been an Anglican presence in Sudan since the first mission was established at Omdurman in
1899 by the Church Mission Society. Over the years, Sudan has come under the oversight of the
Archbishops of Canterbury and Jerusalem. The new province has five dioceses.

Parish DiarE
1st Sept

10.30 am: First Friday Healing Mass
(and 1st Friday each month)

15th Sept

1st Sept

10 am: Play Time (and every Friday in
school term time)

17th Sept

1st Sept

4.30 pm: Junior Choir Practice
(and every Friday in school term)

9.30 am: Hallowing of Stained
Glass Windows at Sung Mass
(see article)

18th Sept

1st Sept

6 pm: Stations of the Cross
(and 1st Friday each month)

10 am: Mothers’ Union
(and 3rd Monday of each month)

18th Sept

3rd Sept

9.30 am: Commissioning of
Kimbalee Hodges at Sung Mass
(see article)

10 am - 2 pm: Northwood Anglican
Care Retirement Village
Show Home Opening
(see advert on Page 3)

3rd Sept

12 noon: Parish Pub Lunch

22nd Sept

6 pm: Parish Trivia Night (see article)

4th

7 pm: Esther Community
(and every Monday)

27th Sept

6 pm: Men’s Fellowship Dinner
(and 4th Wednesday each month)

29th Sept

10 am - 12 noon: Tony Exchange
(see article)

1st Oct

12 noon: Parish Pub Lunch

Sept

5th Sept
6th Sept

10 am: Craft Time
(and 1st & 3rd Tuesdays each month)
10 am: Enquiring Minds
(and every Wednesday morning)

6th Sept

6 pm: Baptism Information Evening
(and 1st Wednesday each month)

6th Sept

10 am: Music Time
(and every Wednesday in school term)

5.30 pm: Fun Time
(and 3rd Friday each month)

14th & 15th Harvest Festival (see article)
15th Oct

12 noon: Mission Lunch
(see article)

Supporting our Neighbours

4.30 pm: Talitha Community
(and every Wednesday in school term)

An Invitation

10th Sept

5 pm: Petrus Community Church
(and 2nd & 4th Sundays each month)

10th Sept

6pm: Three Choirs Evensong at
Saint John’s Church Raymond Terrace
(see article)

Our neighbouring Parish of Branxton, Greta and
Lochinvar has extended an invitation to us to join
them at the following events:

6th

Sept

11th Sept

2 pm: Cursillo Group
(and 2nd & 4th Mondays each month)

11th Sept

2 pm: Enlightenment Group
(and 2nd & 4th Mondays each month)

12th Sept

3 pm: Pastoral Care Team Meeting
(and 2nd Tuesday each month)

12th Sept

7 pm: Choir Practice
(and 2nd & 4th Tuesdays each month)

13th Sept

7 pm: Compline Night Prayer
(and on the 2nd Wednesday each month)

Saturday 16th September: 3 pm for 4 pm
Victoria and Abdul Movie Afternoon
starring Judi Dench
at Reading Cinema Maitland
The cost is $20 per person (includes champagne
and orange juice). Tickets can be purchased on
the day or by contacting Margaret Lewis on
4930 7889.
Wednesday 11th October: 10 am
Branxton’s Pink High Tea Fashion Event
at Branxton Community Hall
Fashions from Sue's Clothing Rutherford
Tickets are $15 and can be pre-purchased by
contacting Helen Scott on 0427 047 024.

Worship

Community Connections

Three Choirs Evensong

Toy Exchange

Sunday 10th September at 6 pm

Friday 29th September at 10 am - 12 noon

The combined choirs of Saint John’s Church at
Raymond Terrace, Saint James’ Church at
Morpeth, and our own Saint Peter’s choir, will
be leading Choral Evensong at Saint John’s
Church, Raymond Terrace on Sunday 10th
September at 6 pm.
The choirs will be conducted by Callum Close,
Assistant Organist at Newcastle Cathedral.
Saint John’s Church is located at 45 Sturgeon
Street, Raymond Terrace, please come and
worship with us, and support the choirs. Light
refreshments will be provided following the
service.

Stained Glass Windows

Hallowing of Stained
Glass Windows
Sunday 17th September at 9.30 am

The next two groups of stained glass windows
will be hallowed at the Sung Mass on the Feast
of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross, on Sunday
17th September at 9.30 am.

We will be holding our school holiday Toy
Exchange, as a way of assisting families in our
community at a similar stage of life to exchange
toys and reading resources. Please join us on
Friday 29th September from 10 am to 12 noon in
the Parish Hall.
There will be craft tables and toys to keep the
children occupied while parents and
grandparents will be occupied by trading tables
and the coﬀee van! If you are able to assist at
this event, please contact Jesse.

Faith Matters

Please join us as we celebrate this historic
moment in the life of our church building and
community.

Same Sex Mar+iage
Postal Vote

Fellowship & Fundraising

As we prepare for the voluntary postal vote on
same sex marriage, you may wish to explore
alternate Christian perspectives on same sex
marriage available on the internet here:

Trivia Night

Friday 22nd September at 6 pm
Please plan to join us on the evening of Friday
22nd September for a night of trivia! Seats are
available for $10 a head, and there will be prizes
and raﬄes throughout the night. Bring along
drinks and a plate to share at your table as we
join in the fun!
We meet at 6 pm for a 6.30 pm start - we look
forward to seeing you there as we support the
ministry of Saint Peter’s Church in our local
community!

(YES)
(NO)

https://equalvoices.org.au/
http://www.coalitionformarriage.com.au/anglican

It is important to remember that this debate is
not about what the Church might do. The
possibility of same gender marriages in Anglican
Churches has not been considered by the Synod
of the Diocese of Newcastle nor the General
Synod. Father David is happy to discuss the
vote with you. Please contact him to arrange a
time to meet.

National Church

Primate Speaks out on Euthanasia
The Archbishop of Melbourne and Primate of the Anglican Church of
Australia, Archbishop Philip Freier, has joined six other Christian
leaders from Victoria in calling on the state premier to reconsider plans
to legalise assisted suicide and euthanasia.
In a letter to Victorian Premier Daniel Andrews, the Anglican, Lutheran,
Catholic and Orthodox church leaders say that “human dignity is
honoured in living life, not in taking it.” The church leaders published
their letter as an advertisement in the daily Herald-Sun newspaper.
The move comes as the Victorian parliament is set to consider a bill
that would allow Australian citizens or permanent residents, over the
age of 18 and living in Victoria, to request a medically assisted death if
they have an advanced and incurable illness, disease or medical
condition.

Archbishop Philip Freier

Members of the state parliament are to be given a free vote on the proposals, which, if passed, would
take eﬀect from 2019. The proposals were contained in a report by Professor Brian Owler, who led an
inquiry into End of Life Choices for the Victorian government. The Church leaders say that they
“commend much of the work” of the inquiry, “which identified the need to improve the quality and
accessibility of palliative care for all Victorians,” but they “strongly reject the proposal to legalise
assisted suicide and euthanasia in Victoria.”
In their letter, the church leaders say that: “Even though an act of euthanasia or assisted suicide may
be motivated by a sense of compassion, true compassion motivates us to remain with those who are
dying, understanding and supporting them through their time of need, rather than simply acceding to a
request to be killed. It is right to seek to eliminate pain, but never right to eliminate people. Euthanasia
and assisted suicide represent the abandonment of those who are in greatest need of our care and
support.”
They warn of the risk of “error, fraud or coercion” and say that the state abolished the death penalty
“because we recognised that in spite of our best eﬀorts, our justice system could never guarantee that
an innocent person would not be killed by mistake or by false evidence. The same is true of health
care. Mistakes happen and the vulnerable are exploited. We ask you to consider especially the risks to
those whose ability to speak up for themselves is limited by fear, disability, illness or old age.”
They also warn of the message that state-endorsed suicide would carry and the impact it would have
on eﬀorts to prevent suicide amongst the young and vulnerable. “It would be counter-productive to
legally endorse any form of suicide when our governments and community groups are working so hard
to persuade others that it is not a solution to take their own life,” they say.
And they warn that the move will “aﬀect the confidence that seriously ill patients nearing the end of life
can have in the treatment and the quality of care that they might otherwise have expected,” asking:
“how long will it be before the option [of euthanasia] becomes an expectation?”
They are urging the premier to “think again and reject this legislation.”
Responding to the church leaders’ intervention, Premier Daniel Andrews said: “People are free to
express their views. I would hope, though, that this debate is conducted in the spirit of respect. My
own conscience tells me that this is the change that needs to be made.”
In addition to Archbishop Philip Freier, the letter was co-signed by Greek Orthodox, Roman Catholic,
Lutheran, Syro-Malabar, Ukranian Catholic and Coptic Orthodox Church leaders.

Parishioners in Profile

KayPe Stephens & Jakob Campbell
Kayne and Jakob were in conversation with Kimbalee Hodges

Kayne Stephens and Jakob Campbell worship with us at our 9.30 am Sung Mass and have been
serving in the Sanctuary as acolytes, a role that they are both enjoying.
Kayne moved to the Maitland region from Sydney and attends Maitland
Christian School. Kayne is the middle of six children and lives with his family
in Thornton. He describes his faith journey as one that grew out of a family
with Christian values. He attended Church originally because it was part of
the requirement of his school. However, Kayne found himself becoming more
interested and engaged with his faith.
After visiting Saint Peter’s Church in February at Candlemass, Kayne found
the style of worship very diﬀerent from the Baptist Church attached to his
school. He says that he found the sense of the sacred and reverential
worship very appealing, as well as the structure of Anglican liturgy and the
use of prayer.

Kayne Stephens

Kayne is currently in Year 12 and is studying for his trial HSC exams. At school he enjoys Legal
Studies and would like to study Communications at Newcastle University. In his spare time Kayne
plays lawn bowls and has an interest in collecting pinball machines! Kayne also works occasionally
for his parents’ business as a courier. Kayne recently received the Sacrament of Confirmation at our
Patronal Festival.
Jakob is a Maitland local, having called the region home for his whole life. He
lives with his mother and sister and, like Kayne, attends Maitland Christian
School. Jakob became a Christian in Year 7 after wrestling with faith for a
while. He described himself as being quite resistant to Scripture classes and
religion in general for a period. In early high school, while thinking about and
studying the Bible, he realised that the words of Jesus in the Gospels rang
true for him of "Whoever is not with me is against me, and whoever does not
gather with me scatters” (Luke 11:23).
At this point, Jakob decided to become a Christian. He has found that his
faith has provided him with positive influences and connections with
like-minded people. This was after putting oﬀ his baptism for a long while.

Jakob Campbell

After discussions with his family, Jakob discovered that Saint Peter’s was actually the “family
church” and that his relatives have been parishioners! He was received the Sacraments of Baptism
and Confirmation during our Patronal Festival. Jakob is in Year 12 and is studying for his trial HSC
exams. He enjoys English and Drama and has a passion for acting. Jakob would like to pursue a
career in Drama or Information Technology.
Both Kayne and Jakob describe the worship style at Saint Peter’s as the major drawcard for them.
We are very grateful that they have become a part of our Church community!

Visit our Website: www.eastUaitlandanglican.org
Latest News and Events + Photo Gallery + Recent Sermons + Information about the Life of our Parish

Book Review

‘I Thirst’

Book by Bishop Stephen Cottrell, reviewed by Kimbalee Hodges
In 2004, the then Archbishop of Canterbury named ‘I Thirst’ as the 2004
“Lent Book”, in that it was recommended Christians read this book during
Lent, and rightly so. Jesse recommended this book to me and I found it a
compelling read.
‘I Thirst’ can be read outside of Lent as well, most importantly to remind
ourselves that spiritual renewal is a constant process. The text calls us to
meditate on Christ’s words from the cross: “I thirst”. Cottrell calls us to “be
thirsty” for God’s Will. The encouragement for Christians is to ask of God
“Lord’ what do you want of me?” “How can I best serve you?”.
Bishop Cottrell also calls us to remember, through Christ’s suﬀering the “dogged persistence of
God’s love is poured out for us”. What struck me was the central theme of the book – the
terrible, brutal, beauty of the Cross, seen now not as a sign of defeat (its original intention) but
instead as a sign of God’s profound love for us. It is a book we as Christians should all
investigate, to invoke our sense of vocation as both laity and clergy.

Fundraising Group

Sunday AﬅerPoon
EnterYainment
Our Sunday Afternoon Entertainment proved to
be very popular as once again the Parish Hall
resounded to the sound of song and laughter on
Sunday 20th August when the Fundraising
Group staged the comedy film “Quartet’.
The Fundraising Group also proved themselves
worthy entertainers, regaling the audience with
a memorable performance of the Mikado’s
“Three Little Maids from School are We” and
another old favourite “Never on a Sunday”
originally recorded by The Chordettes, but given
new life by the Saint Peter’s community.
Pizza and wine was served at the end of the
afternoon, raising $1,131.50 to assist with
restoration projects on the church building.

Parish Registers
Holy Baptism
We welcome all those who will be baptised into
the Body of Christ at Saint Peter’s in the coming
weeks, amongst them: Isabelle Rose Avard,
Lara Abigail Eleanor, Lynette Essex, Amelia
Patricia Louise Croker Frost, Ivy Mae Hedges
and Evie Grai Evans. Please pray for them and
for their families.
Holy Matrimony
Please pray for those who have been married
recently or who will be married in the coming
weeks, and amongst them for Kristylea Rose
and Daniel Shine who will minister the sacrament
of holy matrimony to each other on 16th
September.
Rest in Peace
Please pray for the souls of all those who have
died recently, and amongst them for
Brett Dawson, Hazel Fullford, David Rose,
Richard Pilgrim, Renee MacFadyen,
Raymond Fullword and Tony Randell,
whose funerals were held in church.
In the coming weeks flowers will be placed in
church in loving memory of Olivia Sharp. Niches
will be hallowed in September for Gary and
Elaine Chapman, Raymond Mudd and Victor
Stashynsky. Please pray for their souls, and for
all who continue to mourn.

Mission Partnerships

Har[est Festival and Mission Lunch
Saturday 14th and Sunday 15th October

Taken from the Old English word hærfest meaning autumn, the word harvest eventually came to mean
the time of reaping grains, gathering crops, and the time dedicated to giving thanks to God for his
abundant goodness. Christians in rural communities throughout the ages have celebrated the Harvest
Festival, and we will be carrying on this great tradition in the Parish of East Maitland.
Please join us across the Masses on the weekend of the 14th and 15th October as we celebrate the
Harvest Festival together in support of Saint Peter’s Emergency Relief programme. Please consider
giving generously across this weekend, as we continue to provide ministry, relief, and support to those
in need in our local community.
Saint Peter’s Emergency Relief is requesting donations of personal items, such as body wash,
deodorants and toothbrushes; cleaning items such as laundry detergent, dishwashing liquid, and spray
and wipe; non-perishable food items, such as cans of tuna, breakfast cereals, long-life milk, pasta and
curry sauces, and packets of pasta and rice. Please bring these items along with you to place before
the altar as we give thanks for God’s abundance in our lives.
In celebrating this Festival, we warmly invite you to join us at our Mission Lunch held at 12 noon in
the Parish Hall on Sunday 15th October. Jesse, our Parish Ministry Apprentice, will be speaking
about the work and ministry of Saint Peter’s Emergency Relief programme and the needs of our local
community.
Funds raised from the Mission Lunch and from our mission pigs will support our mission partners.
Goods received at the Harvest Festival will support Saint Peter’s Emergency Relief.
Please sign up at the back of church to let us know that you will be coming to the Mission Lunch.

Mission Partnerships

Lunch with Father
Chris & Nancy
Garland
Toward the end of August members of the
Saint Peter’s Emergency Relief Team joined the
Parish of Gresford and Paterson at Saint Anne’s Parish
Hall for their Mission Lunch to hear about the ministry
of Father Chris and his wife Nancy in Papua New Guinea.

Father Chris and Nancy with the
Saint Peter’s Emergency Relief team

The many missionaries that ministered to remote communities of Papua New Guinea set the stage for
much of the great work and advocacy done by the Anglican Board of Mission today, who continue to
provide education and development around healthcare, disaster management, literacy, and numeracy,
as well as empowering communities for local development.
We are grateful for the invitation to support this Mission Lunch, and give thanks to God for the prayerful
support and ministry of the Parish of Gresford and Paterson in their local community and in the
worldwide church.

Welcome Back

Elizabeth and Aaron’s Travels
Our Parish Families’ Worker, Elizabeth, along with her
husband Aaron, recently returned from a whirlwind trip
through Europe, and they have many stories to tell!
They left Australia at the end of May to spend time in
England, seeing the sights of London, visiting the places
that their families originally came from, and spending time
with Aaron’s brother, Conrad, in Keighley, Yorkshire, who
lives in a self-restored home, full of history. Conrad made a
great tour guide, taking Aaron and Elizabeth through much
of the local area, with the pair then discovering Scotland,
Wales and York on their own. A
particular highlight for Liz was when
they went to visit the Brontë parsonage
– the home of the famous poets and
writers.
Following their wonderful time in
England, Aaron and Liz travelled to Italy,
staying in Naples, Rome, Florence and
Venice, before hiring a car, and driving
to Vienna. They then spent a few days
travelling to Salzburg, Munich, and then
stopping in Switzerland.
The pair spent a lovely couple of days
hiking up Swiss Alps, marvelling at the
beauty all around, then ended their car trip in Milan, flying to Bordeaux,
then Paris. Their time in France served as a bit of a breather from the
breakneck pace of their trip – staying in one place for a while enabled
them to rest their tired arms and legs as they took in the sights. One of
the most exciting sights for the Browns was the Palace of Versailles, a
place of outstanding grandeur, beauty and history!
Elizabeth and Aaron enjoyed the opportunity to exercise their High School French, but did relish
returning to England and the knowledge that communication would be much easier!
After a sad but lovely goodbye to Aaron’s brother, they left England, spending time in Ireland - taking in
sunny Dublin, and the beauty of Northern Ireland, with all its history.
Leaving Europe finally, Aaron and Elizabeth embarked on their homeward trip, travelling to America,
making use of the rare opportunity to see Elizabeth’s American friends in Chicago, before ending up in
Miami, boarding the “Jesus Freak Cruise” – a cruise organised for the reunion of Aaron and Liz’s
favourite Christian band, DC Talk. This cruise was something that people had travelled from all over the
world for, and was a wonderful time of celebration and worship for all of the 4,000 people on board!
At the end of this cruise, a very tired Aaron and Elizabeth got on board the very long flight home to
Australia, ready to be greeted at the airport by Noelene and Peter, Elizabeth’s parents, ready to have
their ears talked oﬀ by the exhausted adventurers.
Although this once-in-a-lifetime trip was wonderful, the pair have said that they are very glad to be
home, and are very ready for life to return to normal! Welcome home Elizabeth and Aaron.

Faith of our Fathers

Archdeacon Lovick TyIIell
Father David sketches the story of one of the
priestly heroes of our Parish

The association of the Tyrrell family with the Hunter Region began in
1848 when, on 26th January in Sydney, William Tyrrell - recently
arrived from England - was consecrated as the first Bishop of
Newcastle. He arrived in the Hunter on 31st January and began to
live at Closebourne in Morpeth.
A few years later, in 1854, Bishop Tyrrell’s nephews Edward and
Lovick arrived in Sydney. Three years later Lovick was ordained as
a priest, and a year after that his brother Edward took possession
of an area of 320 acres of land in the Hunter Valley, which was to
begin Tyrrell’s vineyard. Lovick married Emma Hungerford, whilst
his brother later married Emma’s sister Susan.
In 1863, the same year that Tyrrell’s winery was built, Lovick
became the incumbent of the Parish of East Maitland. He served
the Parish as Rector for forty years from 1863 to 1903. As well as
being the Rector of East Maitland, Lovick worked closely with his
uncle, serving as his Archdeacon from 1892. Originally gathering
the community in the Old Saint Peter’s Church, Lovick
commissioned the design and building of the Saint Peter’s Church
that we worship in today, although not the tower that he had
originally envisaged. Emma died in the Rectory on Christmas Day
in 1870.
Lovick retired as Rector of East Maitland in July 1903 and was
presented with a magnificent illuminated address (pictured around
this article) during a farewell in the Mechanics’ Institute. He lived in
retirement in a house on the corner of William Street and Newcastle
Road, which is now the site of East Maitland Public School. The
illuminated address was displayed at Saint Peter’s Church until
recent times when it was removed for safekeeping to the Church
Archives at the University of Newcastle. It remains the property of
the Parish.
He died on 6th June 1905 at the age of 78. Beloved in life, his
death saw over 70 vehicles join the funeral procession from Saint
Peter’s Church to the Raymond Terrace Road cemetery. May his
example of faith and perseverance encourage us in our discipleship.

Images from the illuminated address

Archdeacon Lovick Tyrrell

The West End at Night

The new external lighting to the West End of the Church,
ensuring that the building can now be seen at night
from many vantage points in the Maitland area.
Photo: Neville Foster

