Welcome
to Saint Peter's Church

The Venerable Canon David John Battrick BSG
Parish Priest & Archdeacon for Maitland
davidbattrick@eastmaitlandanglican.org
Mobile: 0400 686 514
Father David is our Parish Priest and he shares with the Bishop of
Newcastle responsibility for the leadership of our community. He
is the Team Leader of the Ministry Staﬀ Team and the Chair of the
Parish Council. Father David is the Archdeacon for Maitland and a
Canon of Christ Church Cathedral.
Father David and Luisa live in the Rectory on the church site with
their five children.

Father Stephen Williams
Associate Priest
stephenwilliams@eastmaitlandanglican.org
Mobile: 0412 661 585
Father Stephen and Sue have ministered in parishes across
Australia, at the Samaritans Foundation, and most recently Father
Stephen has served as Dean of Christ Church Cathedral in
Newcastle, and Sue has been the Diocesan Director of Vocations.
Father Stephen currently ministers as the Pastoral Assistant to the
Bishop of Newcastle and shares in the ministries of the Parish.
Father Stephen and Sue live in Bolwarra.

Father Peter Rothnie
Associate Priest
peterrothnie@eastmaitlandanglican.org
Mobile: 0438 413 007
Father Peter has particular responsibility for leading the Pastoral
Care Team and ministry amongst older men, and he shares with
Father David in the priestly ministries of the Parish. Marie is a
member of the Pastoral Care Team.
Father Peter and Marie (a nurse in outback and remote
communities) live in Tenambit.

Canon Wilf Redden
Associate Priest
wilfredden@eastmaitlandanglican.org
Telephone: (02) 4934 8130
Father Wilf has ministered across the Diocese of Newcastle.
He is a former Parish Priest of East Maitland and now shares with
Father David in the priestly ministries of the Parish in his
retirement.
Father Wilf and Judy live in Metford.

The Anglican Parish of East Maitland

Saint Peter’s Church
47 William Street East Maitland
Serving the Communities of Ashtonfield,
East Maitland, Four Mile Creek, Louth Park, Metford,
Pitnacree, Tenambit and the Hunter Region

Welcome
Saint Peter’s Church, in the Parish of East Maitland is an Anglican
community of Christians of all ages seeking to worship God, grow
in faith and serve the people of our local area.
Inspired by the words of Saint Irenaeus of Lyons, we desire to be a
Christian community which is,
“bringing humanity to life through hospitable welcome,
generous care, transcendent worship, spiritual learning
and growing together for all ages.”
We worship in the Anglican Catholic tradition, gathering in the
beautiful heritage Saint Peter’s Church in William Street. Our
worship is dignified but relaxed and our congregations include
people of all ages. We welcome people from across the Hunter
Region who travel to worship and share in our life.
We are a Parish of the Anglican Diocese of Newcastle, in the Anglican Church of Australia. If you are a
member of the Anglican Church of Australia, the Church of England, the Episcopal Church or another
Church within the Anglican Communion, and you live in the vicinity of East Maitland then we are your
local Parish Church. However, many of those who worship with us are not Anglicans, and everyone is
welcome here.
This Welcome Guide is designed to help you to find out more about our busy parish, but the best way
to experience our community is to come along and join us for worship one weekend on Saturday
evening or Sunday morning or at our twice-monthly Petrus Community Church Gathering or our
monthly Joy Community Gathering.
There are many opportunities to grow in faith, and also to help our church community to thrive, and
you will find details about these on the following pages.
Our open invitation to you is to join us as we seek God at work in our lives together. Much of the
information about our life can be found easily on our website. One of our ministry staﬀ will be happy to
visit you to answer any questions that you may have. You will be very welcome here!

Father David & Luisa Ba67ick

Visit our Website: www.east>aitlandanglican.org
Latest News and Parish Diary + Watch Recent Sermons + Find out More about the Life of our Parish

Parish Oﬃce & Parish Information
The Parish Oﬃce is normally open on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday from 9 am to 4 pm and is
the first point of contact for all parish enquiries and bookings. If the oﬃce is unattended please
telephone the Parish Oﬃce and leave a message and someone will respond to you as soon as
possible.
Pastoral Care
Please advise the Parish Oﬃce of any pastoral needs and especially if someone is in hospital. If you
need the assistance of a priest at any time please contact the Parish Oﬃce. After hours the oﬃce
telephone will automatically re-direct you (without charge to you) to a member of staﬀ who can assist
you.
Baptisms and Weddings
Information about baptisms (christenings) is available on our parish website. Information about holding
a wedding at Saint Peter’s is available in our Wedding Guide and on our wedding website. The best
way to make an enquiry about baptisms or weddings is through our websites.
Site Hire
The church and hall buildings are available
for hire for one-oﬀ or regular community
and commercial events.
School & Retirement Living
We commend to you our Anglican College
at Fletcher and our Retirement Village in
Tenambit. Please contact them directly for
more information.

Parish Oﬃce Telephone: (02) 4934 5303
E-mail: oﬃce@eastmaitlandanglican.org
Parish: www.eastmaitlandanglican.org
Weddings: www.huntervalleyweddings.info
Mailing: P. O. Box 662 East Maitland NSW 2323

Saint Peter’s Teaspoons
We have a limited number of Saint Peter’s Teaspoons available
for sale at $10 each. Attractively presented in its own box, the
spoon is gold with a Saint Peter’s Church motif on the handle.
Order forms and envelopes for payment are available at the back
of the church, or alternatively you can buy one from the Parish
oﬃce.
We only have a limited number so don’t delay!

Welcome to Worship
The Church building is normally open daily from 8 am until 6 pm for prayer and reflection.
Morning Prayer is prayed in the church each day except Saturday. Evening Prayer is prayed in the
church each day except Sunday. Mass is celebrated in the church every day of the week throughout
the year. Our principal services each week are as follows:

7.30 am

SUNDAY
Holy Eucharist with Hymns
followed by refreshments every Sunday

9.30 am

Sung Mass
Traditional worship with Church Time children’s ministry,
followed by refreshments every Sunday

2 pm

Joy Community Gathering
Simple worship and activities followed by food on the third Sunday
afternoon of each month in the Parish Hall particularly for people with
disabilities, along with family, friends and support workers

5 pm

Petrus Community Church Gathering
Contemporary worship with God Time children’s ministry on the second
and fourth Sunday afternoons of each month in the Parish Hall followed
by a simple dinner and children’s games. No gathering on the fourth
Sunday in December and the second Sunday in January

7 pm

WEDNESDAY
Compline Night Prayer
on the Second Wednesday of each month except in January

10.30 am

FRIDAY
Healing Mass
followed by refreshments on the first Friday of each month
no refreshments in January

6 pm

Stations of the Cross
on the first Friday of each month except in January,
and every Friday evening during Lent

6 pm

SATURDAY
Vigil Mass of Sunday
followed by refreshments on the fourth Saturday of each month

Parish Name
Badges
Wearing a Parish
Name Badge at
Mass and Parish
events is a
practical way of
helping others to
get to know you.
There are two
sizes of badges,
and the choice of
either a magnetic
fastener or pin. All
badges cost $10.
Order forms are available at the back of the church or from
the Parish Oﬃce.

Joining Us
We would be thrilled to welcome you
into communicant membership of our
Church.
Communicant members of the
Church share in the responsibility of
participating in worship regularly,
praying for the ministries of the Parish
and giving financially.
Those who wish to do so (and are at
least 18 years old) can also join the
Electoral Roll as an elector. Electors
are able to vote at the Annual General
Meeting of the Parish. To become a
communicant member of our Church
please complete a green membership
form.

For Our Prayers

If you are leaving another Church we
ask that you leave that Church well
by contacting your priest or pastor to
let them know your intention to join
us.

Please pray for all who are sick and in need, and those
who have recently died. Names can be added to the
intercession list at the back of the church each week.
These names will be included in our prayers each day in
the Saint Barnabas Chapel.

We organise Welcome Receptions for
newcomers during the year to
provide an introduction to the life of
the Parish.

Latest News, Parish Newsle6er & Parish DiarJ: Keeping in Touch
We would like to keep in touch with you. If you
have an e-mail address we will e-mail our
e-newsletter to you on a regular basis. This has
updates about what is going on in the parish, and
links to where you can find out more from our
website, such as our monthly Parish Diary.
To be added to our contact list, without making
any commitment to the Parish, please complete a
yellow contact form and return it to the Parish
Oﬃce or leave it in the oﬀertory plate. You can
unsubscribe from this list at any time.
We produce a monthly newsletter titled ‘Cross and Keys’ which can be downloaded from our website,
or you can collect your free copy from the back of church or from the Parish Oﬃce.
We post the latest parish news to our website in our news feed.

Visitors Always Welcome
Our beautiful heritage church building
and gardens are open between 8 am
and 6 pm every day of the year for
the use of the whole community.
Our church is home to a lively group
of Anglican Christians of all ages, and
we are delighted to receive many
visitors. We welcome you to come
and explore our site or to join us for
worship.
We are also happy to provide group
tours which can include an organ
recital and refreshments (please
contact the Parish Oﬃce in advance
to arrange group bookings).
If you would like to explore the
architecture and history of the church
building, or find space for prayer and
reflection, or explore the mystery and
meaning of life, or find out how you
can re-connect with the Church and
give your children Christian
foundations please come and visit us.
If you wish to speak with a priest
during your visit, please contact us
beforehand, so that we can ensure
that a priest is available for you.

Worship During the Period
aﬅer Christ>as Day each
Year
The daily pattern of weekday services
is temporarily suspended each year
from after the final Mass on
Christmas Day until the Sunday after
4th January each year.
During this period the Church remains
open for individual prayer and
reflection and there is a Vigil Mass on
Saturday evenings at 6 pm and one
Mass on Sunday morning at 8.30 am.

Being an Anglican Christian
Anglicans trace their Christian roots back to the early Church, and
the English Church that developed in the centuries after the
resurrection of Jesus. For a time this church came under the
authority of the Bishop of Rome, but its distinctively ‘Anglican’
identity was re-awakened during the English Reformation.
Historically, there were two main stages in the development of the
English Church beyond the British Isles. Beginning in the
seventeenth century, Anglicanism was established alongside
colonisation in the United States, Australia, Canada, New Zealand
and South Africa. The second stage began in the eighteenth
century when Anglican missionaries worked to establish Anglican
churches in Asia, Africa and Latin America.
The ancient English Catholic Church, reformed in the English
Reformation thus spread through these movements around the
world, at first as chaplaincies to the English speaking people,
then as a missionary movement, and finally as a Communion of
autonomous national churches which share a common history in
the English Church and which have developed in their own contexts.

The Most Reverend and
Right Honourable
Justin Welby
Archbishop of Canterbury

As a worldwide family of Christians, the Anglican Communion gathers together around 120 million
worshippers in 39 member churches (called Provinces) and 6 national or local churches (known as
Extra Provincials) spreading across 161 countries. Located on every continent, Anglicans speak
many languages and come from diﬀerent races and cultures. Although each national church is
autonomous, they are uniquely unified through their history, their theology, their worship and their
relationship to the Archbishop of Canterbury.
Anglicans uphold the Catholic and Apostolic faith and aﬃrm the historic Creeds. Following the
teachings of Jesus Christ, the Anglican Communion is committed to the proclamation of the good
news of the Gospel to the whole creation.
In practice this is based on the revelation contained in Holy Scripture and the Catholic creeds, and is
interpreted in the light of Christian tradition, scholarship, reason and experience. We make sense of
life through a reading of the Bible in the light of the wisdom of those who have read it before us down
through the centuries, and with the insights of contemporary reason and experience.
We believe that through Holy Baptism (which is open to children and adults) in the name of the
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, a person is made one with Christ and received into the fellowship of the
Church and made a member of his Body. We readily accept that anyone who has been baptised in
any Christian Church in the name of the Holy Trinity is fully baptised.
Central to worship for Anglicans is the celebration of the Mass, also called the Holy Eucharist, the
Holy Communion or the Lord's Supper. In this oﬀering of prayer and praise, the life, death and
resurrection of Jesus Christ are remembered through the proclamation of the word and the
celebration of the Sacrament. The other Sacraments of the Church are Confirmation, Holy Orders,
Reconciliation (personal confession), Marriage and Anointing of the Sick.
Worship is at the very heart of Anglicanism. Its styles vary from simple to elaborate, or even a
combination. Until the late twentieth century the great uniting text was The Book of Common Prayer
published in 1662, a book that found its source in the ancient liturgies of the Church and especially
the first English texts of 1549 and 1552.

In more recent years a number of prayer books have been developed by the diﬀerent national
churches, all of which bear a family likeness to the 1662 text. Both The Book of Common Prayer and
more recent Anglican liturgies give expression to the comprehensiveness found within the Anglican
Communion.
At Saint Peter’s we have both cradle Anglicans (people who were born into the Anglican Church
through their families), Christians who have become Anglicans by choice, and members of other
Christian churches who have chosen to worship with us, and make a commitment to sharing with us
at this point in their lives. All are welcome here.
When the Bishop visits us each year there is an opportunity for those who wish to, to receive the
Sacraments of Holy Baptism and Confirmation, or to be oﬃcially received by him into communicant
membership of the Anglican Church of Australia. Adults and young people are prepared in advance
prior to this taking place.
However, Christians baptised in any Church, and of any age, are welcome to participate in our life
and to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion whether they are Anglicans or not.
As Anglicans we understand that our structures are provisional. To be an Anglican is to be on a
journey of faith to God supported by a fellowship of co-believers who are dedicated to finding him by
prayer and service. The Anglican Communion, as a Reformed Catholic Church, continues to work
and pray towards full visible union with the Roman Catholic Church.
Parishes in the Diocese of Newcastle are united together through the ministry of the Bishop of
Newcastle.

Church Leadership
how does it work?
Our Church is led by the Bishop of Newcastle. He shares this
leadership with, and delegates many of the duties of
leadership to our Parish Priest. Father David shares his
ministry with our Ministry Staﬀ Team and with the Parish
Pastoral Workers.
Each year the members of our congregations gather for an Annual General Meeting. At this meeting
they elect the leaders of the Resourcing Team which has oversight of our finances, buildings and
administration. Our Parish Priest also appoints some members to this group.
The Resourcing Team has two working groups that oversee particular aspects of its work: the
Wardens and Treasurer’s Meeting (Audit and Risk, Buildings and Site, and Work Health and Safety)
and the Grounds Working Group. The Ministry Team and the Resourcing Team meet together a
number of times each year as the Parish Council.
Many of our programmes and activities have informal working groups, such as the Fundraising
Group. Other members of the congregation, who have been chosen because of their gifts and skills,
also lead areas of ministry and mission in the Church.
There is space in our Church for anyone who wishes to be involved, to serve in an area of ministry.
Please speak to our Parish Priest if you are looking for a new opportunity to serve.

Parish Mission Action Plan
The Parish Council has adopted a Mission Action Plan to guide its leadership
to the end of 2018.
The plan seeks to further our work towards our vision of ‘Bringing humanity
to life through hospitable welcome, generous care, transcendent worship,
spiritual learning and growing together for all ages’.
The ministry priorities in the plan are focusing our energies and resources on:
•

Further developing our worshipping life;

•
•
•

Connecting with the local community through music;
Connecting with families through Petrus Community Church;
Connecting with the local community through our Christmas, ANZAC, Easter and All Souls events;

•
•
•

Further developing our pastoral care within the Parish and at residential care facilities;
Welcoming and incorporating new members;
Increasing advertising and promotion about our life;

•
•

Community engagement with the housing commission areas in the parish and Emergency Relief;
Strengthening our adult discipleship programmes;

•
•

Ministering with adults with disabilities;
Expanding our ministries amongst families.

We are seeking to resource this vision through a series of financial strategies and the continuing
renewal and development of our buildings and site. Progress towards the Mission Action Plan is
evaluated at each meeting of the Parish Council, and reported annually to the Annual General Meeting.

A Safe Church
We acknowledge with great sadness that churches have not always
been safe places in the past, this includes our Parish, and in recent
years we have needed to address cases of historical abuse that have
been perpetrated in our community. We are facing the past in order to
shape a healthy future.
We are committed to providing a healthy and safe place for all people
of every age to experience the love of God within the community of
the Church.
All those who minister or assist with ministry amongst children and vulnerable adults have completed
appropriate screening and training. We are continually vigilant as we seek to be a safe place of
welcome for all. Every member of the Church has a responsibility to pass on any breach of our high
standards of expected behaviour that they witness or are subjected to.
If you would like to speak confidentially with someone about a professional standards matter please
telephone 1800 774 945, or you can write confidentially to the Director of Professional Standards
directly at: Anglican Diocese of Newcastle, PO Box 494, Newcastle NSW 2300, or email:
dps@newcastleanglican.org.au.

“We Believe”
Have you ever had a question, and not known where to search for
the answer? Or had an aspect of faith that never quite made
sense to you? Or have you wondered what the essentials of the
Christian faith actually are? These are by no means uncommon
queries!
It is so important to be able to understand what we believe and to
be able to have our questions answered. By now you may have
seen our booklet “We Believe” around the church and you may be
wondering what it is.
Many of us will remember the catechism that we had to learn if
we wanted to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation. We have
prepared a catechism booklet for adults to help with the
questions of faith that we might have, and to present a clear
understanding of what the Christian faith really is.
The ordered setting out and explanation of beliefs in catechisms
and creeds is something that has been around for centuries, and
has taken many forms, whether it be for children, adults,
established Christians or enquirers.
Our booklet “We Believe” sets out these elements of faith in a
question and answer format, first going through what the Gospel
and salvation are, how we understand who God is, what Jesus
has done for us, and how we can respond to this.
The booklet then goes through the Apostle’s Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer and the Ten Commandments, looking at each of these in
detail, and using these as a ‘jumping oﬀ point’ in understanding
what the core essentials of the Christian faith are. This includes
what we believe about prayer, how we can relate to God, and
lastly, what it means to live our lives in a manner worthy of Christ,
looking at what the Bible teaches us about how we should live
our lives in the light of what Jesus has done for us.
One parishioner remarked after reading the booklet, “these are all
things that we have been taught over the years, but I had
forgotten many of them.”
This is a great resource that can be read individually or looked at
as part of a Bible study group. The opportunity to read and
discuss these ideas with others can be a powerful way of
deepening our own understanding.
If you would like to discuss anything in the booklet in greater
depth, to ask questions about it, or to ask for clarification, please contact our Parish Priest or one of
our Ministry Staﬀ Team, and we would be more than happy to reflect with you in greater depth.
Free copies of our We Believe Guide are available from the back of the church or from the Parish
Oﬃce.

Music at Saint Peter’s
The adult Saint Peter’s Choir meets to rehearse on Tuesday
evenings in church. The pattern of rehearsals varies at diﬀerent
times of the year, so please contact the Director of Music,
Evanne Sherringham (contact details on back page) for further
information.
The boys and girls of the Junior Choir meet in church to
rehearse and to receive free professional singing tuition on
Friday afternoons at 4.30 pm during term time. Boys and girls
from 7 years up are welcome.
Both choirs sing regularly at the Sung Mass at 9.30 am on
Sunday mornings and at other special services and events.
We are looking for new members of both choirs at the current
time. If you enjoy singing, or would like to give it a try please
contact our Director of Music for more information.
We greatly appreciate the contribution that our musicians singers and organists - make to our worship.
At our Petrus Community Church gatherings on Sunday afternoons our worship style is more
contemporary. If you play an instrument and would like to join us you would be most welcome.
Please contact Elizabeth Brown (contact details on the inside back cover).

Church & Hall Hire
Our Church, Parish Hall and Meeting Room are
available for hire.
Our hall complex is often used for community
groups and family events, and the church
building is a splendid venue for concerts and
performances. Please contact the Parish Oﬃce
for further information.

Our Understanding of the Holy Eucharist

Anglicans use various diﬀerent words to describe the Sacrament of Holy Communion - the Mass, the
Holy Eucharist, and the Lord’s Supper.
We commonly talk about ‘The Mass’, the name which comes from the Latin term ‘missa’ and derives
from the dismissal of the people at the end of the former Latin rite, ‘Ite, missa est’ literally meaning, ‘Go,
you are dismissed’. This reminds us that we are sent out from our worship to shine as a light in the
world, and share in his mission of love to those around us.
Whatever name we use, receiving the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ from his altar of grace is
central to our lives as Anglican Christians. It is the normal place where we gather together as the
Church, and from where teaching, encouragement and pastoral care is oﬀered.
The Mass is celebrated on every day of every week in our church, at diﬀerent times and in diﬀerent
styles. It is central to our life as disciples of Jesus.
Our presumption is that all who can participate in the Mass on Saturday evening or Sunday will do so,
and that those who cannot participate at the weekend will do so during the week in the church or at
one of the services at Green Hills, Ashton Gardens, Benhome or Opal retirement facilities.
Families are welcome at any Mass, but particularly appreciate the relaxed and contemporary style of
the Petrus Community Church Gatherings on Sunday afternoons. People with disabilities and their
carers are welcome at any Mass, but particularly appreciate the simple format of our Joy Community
Gatherings on Sunday afternoons.
On Fridays we pray for healing, and on the First Friday of each month the Healing Mass is followed by
morning refreshments, and is particularly designed to assist those who are prevented by age or infirmity
from attending Church more regularly. We can assist with transport for those who need it.
Parishioners who cannot physically participate in one of these services on a long term basis receive
extended communion in their homes on a monthly basis, normally on Sunday mornings. Those who are
temporarily ill or in hospital will receive the Sacrament if we have been advised about their situation.
Please contact Deacon Wendy Brack to arrange this (contact details on inside back cover).
All baptised Christians from any Church and of any age are welcome to receive the sacrament of Holy
Communion at Saint Peter’s at any Mass.

Stained Glass Windows
The stained glass windows in our church building are extraordinarily
beautiful, but they remain unfinished. The current yellow coloured
glass high up in the clerestory windows was installed in the 1970s,
where once it had been hoped that stained glass windows would be in
place.
We are extremely fortunate to have secured the skilled expertise of Jeﬀ
Hamilton, who is working from his studio in Sydney to design and craft
our new windows. The windows combine traditional designs with
brilliant and inspiring colours.
Two groups of windows were installed in 2016 and a further two
groups in 2017. It is hoped that further groups will be installed in 2018
and 2019 to complete the first phase of the project which aims to have
stained glass windows installed in every window in the south of the
clerestory. A focus of the initial phase has been to depict in the
windows former churches of the parish which have been
de-consecrated down through the years.
We invite you to join us in creating history and help us to complete the
windows in this historic heritage building. Donors (individuals, groups
or organisations) have the opportunity to choose the memorial or
thanksgiving text that will be included in the window, and which will be
in place for hundreds of years to come. Please contact Kay Sharp AM
(contact details on the back page) for more information.

Restore & Renew
heritage appeal

Our buildings are undergoing an ongoing process of renovation
and restoration. There is much to do to bring them up to
standard and to maintain that standard into the future.
We have responsibilities as the custodians of a significant
heritage building to ensure that the work that is carried out is of
a high quality and is consistent with the site’s heritage status.
We therefore use expert craftsmen and appropriate materials to
complete this ongoing work.
At particular times we seek donations towards a specific
heritage appeal, normally when we have received grant funding
for part of the work. At other times donations are welcomed to
meet the regular maintenance and restoration costs of the
buildings on our site.

Non-tax Deductible Giving

Tax-deductible Giving

You can make a donation at any time to our
ongoing Restore and Renew heritage appeal by
giving cash or a cheque in an envelope marked
‘Restore and Renew’. Cheques can be made
payable to ‘The Anglican Parish of East
Maitland. You can also transfer your gift
electronically to:

If you wish to receive a tax-deductible receipt
from the National Trust for your gift, you can
give by cheque at any time made payable to
‘Saint Peter’s Church East Maitland Restoration
Appeal’. You can also transfer your gift
electronically to:

Account Name:
BSB:
Account Number:

Saint Peter’s Working Account
035 805
00040464

Account Name:
BSB:
Account Number:

St Peter’s Church East Maitland
Restoration Appeal
032 044
807021

Saint Peter’s Endowment Tr]st
The Endowment Trust was established in 2014 to provide for the future needs of the Parish. The Trust
is administered by the Trustees of Church Property. These funds are protected and will be held in the
Trust in perpetuity. We are grateful for generous gifts received for the benefit of the Trust.
Annual dividends from the Trust are used to support the ongoing ministry of the Parish and the upkeep
of our buildings. Please speak to Yvonne Hinde (contact details on the back page) if you would like to
make a donation to help provide for and shape our future.

We are pleased to commend to you our local Anglican
School. Our Parish Priest is a member of the Council of the
College, and would be happy to assist you with further
information about enrolling your children or grandchildren.

Mission Par^_erships
We provide financial and regular prayer
support for a number of mission partners to
assist the work of God’s mission both within
and beyond the Parish.
Our principal mission partner for national and
international support is the Anglican Board of
Mission. ABM was formed in 1850 and is the national mission agency of the Anglican Church of
Australia. Our Parish Priest serves as a Director on the National Board of ABM.
ABM's philosophy is based on a belief in holistic mission - that God calls us to serve people in all
aspects of their lives, from the spiritual to the practical. This includes all the evangelistic activities of the
church in its witness to the Gospel, such as ministry, theological education and training, and the
development of Christian worship and liturgy resources. Mission also includes providing health and
education services, helping people to build capacity to improve food and water resources, and
assisting in economic development initiatives. In all of its work, ABM seeks to serve God through
supporting its partners in their local witness and service.
Each year we aim to raise $12,000 for our mission partners through:
•

regular mission giving at Mass (through our giving envelopes or
electronic giving);

•

two mission lunches each year with special guest speakers (one
focusing on mission in Australia and one focusing on mission
overseas);

•

coin collections at home using our mission pigs (you can collect a
pig from the back of church).

The projects that we support aim to focus on three areas:
•

Local - including support for ministry in neighbouring parishes,
resourcing scripture teaching in local primary schools, and
assisting with the funding of scripture teachers in local secondary
schools;

•

National - especially focusing on indigenous education and
reconciliation through the Anglican Board of Mission;

•

International - supporting a project of the Anglican Church in
another country through the Anglican Board of Mission.

Our Mission Giving Secretary Yvonne Hinde (contact details on the
back page) will be able to give you details about the projects that we
are supporting at the current time.
The Parish also supports the work of our Bishop and the Anglican
Diocese of Newcastle. Our annual contribution to the Diocese is
normally over $25,000. In addition parishioners support a range of
other charities, and some choose to support the work of the Bush
Church Aid Society through their mission boxes scheme.

Suppor^ing the Local CommunitJ
Saint Peter’s
Emergency
Relief
For over thirty years the Parish has offered emergency relief and assistance to thousands of people in
need in the Hunter Region. Saint Peter’s Emergency Relief has had a long supportive partnership with
the Samaritans Foundation, and our programmes receive financial and management support from the
Foundation.
Our services are available on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 10 am - 12 noon and 12.30 - 2.30 pm. We
can provide access to financial counselling, emergency food supply, accommodation advice and other
support services for those people in our community facing challenging times.
Food is collected each Sunday at our services and other contributions are received from neighbouring
parishes. Financial donations from local clubs are used to supplement the donated food.
For more information please contact the Parish Office.

Grandparents as Parents
Suppor^ Group
This kinship care group began its life as a ministry of
the Parish with the support of the Samaritans
Foundation. The group remains associated with the
Parish and many of the people who assist at the
group are members of our church.
GAPS is a grandparents’ support group for
grandparents faced with raising their grandchildren.
From humble beginnings some six years ago, East
Maitland Grandparents as Parents (GAPS) has
flourished into one of the most successful GAPS
groups in NSW and now has 29 Grandparents on their
books.
GAPS meetings are held every Tuesday during school
term time, between 10 am and 12 noon at the Bruce
Street Hall, East Maitland.
For more information please contact the Group’s Co-ordinator, Beverly Steggles, on 0419 107 736.

Suppor^ing our Local
CommunitJ
Our Ministry Staﬀ Team is regularly invited to participate in
and support community groups and events.
Our Parish Priest is the Chaplain to the East Maitland
Sub-branch of the RSL.
Each year the church hosts a music festival for students from
local schools.
We are grateful for a number of other developing relationships
with schools and community groups, and are always
delighted when local community groups visit the church.

Holy Baptism
Saint John’s Gospel tells us that at a meeting
between Jesus and a leading Jew called
Nicodemus, Jesus said that unless we are
born from above we cannot see the kingdom
of God. Naturally, Nicodemus was puzzled.
He asked if a grown man or woman could
really go back into the mother’s womb and
be born again.
The answer to that question is obvious. The
mother goes through great pain to give birth
to a baby. Nothing can put the baby back
into the womb.
But what Jesus was really talking about is starting a new life with God, and baptism is a sign of this.
Jesus went on to tell us that your baby isn’t just your child. Your baby is also God’s child. And He, too,
went to enormous pains – even to dying on the cross for us – to show us how much He loves every
child of His.
Jesus knew that such love has to be seen to be believed. And baptism is the sign, or Sacrament, that
he gave us to show his love. Sometimes, people imagine that we have to be baptised to show our
belief in God. In a sense, that’s true. But baptism is far more that: it shows God’s belief in us.
From very early in its history, the Church has baptised young children as a sign of God’s love. Some of
the oldest baptisteries contained a second, much smaller, font beside the main one. This was used by
children who were too small to stand comfortably in the main font, which in those earliest days of the
Church was a deep pool let into the floor.
Just as we need the love of our family to grow as a human being, so do we also need the love of our
heavenly Father to grow as a child of God.
Baptising a child, before they can make the slightest eﬀort to do anything for their own salvation, says
very dramatically that all salvation is from God. Clearly, in the baptism of an adult there must already be
an element of faith – some sign of accepting God’s love. But a child is carried to the font by the faith of
the family and the Church, and shows that God accepts us, without us having to do or achieve anything
first.
We are delighted to welcome families who bring children for Holy Baptism (christening), and adults who
wish to be baptised and confirmed. Except during the Season of Lent when there are no baptisms in
church, we baptise during every week throughout the year.
Baptisms normally take place in our Saturday evening Vigil Mass at 6 pm, and on Sunday mornings in
the Sung Mass at 9.30 am. Baptisms also take place in shorter services at 11.30 am and 12.30 pm,
and at other times on Sunday and during the week.
The easiest way to book a baptism is to go to our website and complete the booking form. Once the
baptism has been booked parents and god parents participate in a short ‘Welcome to Baptism’ session
normally late on a Sunday afternoon.
For more details about baptism please contact Elizabeth Brown (contact details on the inside back
cover).

Holy Mat7imony
Gothic style arches and stained glass windows sit below
a high ceiling in this pristine heritage church, providing
a unique backdrop for the perfect wedding ceremony.
The historic pipe organ offers an unparalleled
opportunity to come down the aisle to traditional
classical music or you can choose to play recorded music
through our sound system.
Before and after the service the beautifully landscaped
gardens make for the most timeless photos and we
have plenty of on-street parking available around the
church.
Couples seeking God’s blessing on their lives are
welcome to be married at St Peter’s.
Many hundreds of couples have been married in St
Peter’s Church since this beautiful building was opened
in 1885.
We are a short drive from the M1 Pacific Motorway and
the stunning Hunter Valley Vineyards, with easy access
to reception venues in the Maitland area, Hunter Valley,
Newcastle and the Central Coast. We cater for an
intimate wedding of a few guests anywhere up to 500
guests.
Full details about making arrangements for your
wedding are available on our website or in our Wedding
Guide.

Saint Peter’s Op Shop
At the end of 2017 we opened our Op Shop on the
church site. The Op Shop is open every Thursday and
Friday from 9 am to 4 pm and every Saturday from 9 am
to 1 pm.
Donations of items for the Op Shop can be brought to
the Parish Oﬃce – we particularly need items of clothing,
bric-a-brac, books, craft items and toys.
Please help to support the Op Shop by spreading the word and encouraging others to come along and
shop for a bargain. If you are able to assist us in staﬃng the shop as a volunteer please contact the
Parish Oﬃce.

At the End of Life
Following the death of a loved one many families turn to their
Parish Church for support and to provide the venue for a
funeral service. Everyone is welcome at Saint Peter’s.
While it is easy to speak of the gift of life, it is harder to speak
of death as a gift. To even think of death as a gift might seem
strange. But if we believe that life is a gift, then it also makes
sense to recognise how the conclusion of our earthly life is just as significant as its beginning.
Our Christian faith teaches us that nothing can separate us from the love of God, and so when we think
about our own dying we hold together both the mixed emotions of uncertainty about all that will change
for us and for our families, and the hope that we will live with God in the eternal life of his love for ever
with all those who have gone before us. In normal circumstances the family of the deceased makes
initial contact with a Funeral Director and the Funeral Director then contacts the Parish Clergy. After
this initial contact a member of the Parish Clergy will then be in touch with the family to arrange a
pastoral visit and to discuss the funeral arrangements. Funerals can be held in Saint Peter’s Church, at
a crematorium or at the graveside. One of the Parish Clergy can conduct a service at any of these
locations.
If the body of the deceased will be cremated, it is normal for the whole service to be held at either the
church or the crematorium and not to have services at both locations. If the body of the deceased will
be buried it is normal for the service to be held at either the church or the crematorium with a second
shorter service following at the graveside. A Christian funeral service normally includes prayers, hymns
and/or other music (this can include recorded music), one or more readings from the Bible, and one or
more eulogies. The service can take place within the Holy Eucharist.
We provide a funeral customary for those who wish to prepare their funeral arrangements as an act of
faith in God, and love for their families. One of our priests is able to assist in filling in the customary.
In early November each year we hold a Service of Thanksgiving and Remembrance and a Requiem
Mass around All Souls’ Day to remember and pray for our departed loved ones.

Families Growing in Faith
Minist7J for Families, Youth and Children
Families worship with us at all of our weekend Masses, and
children are welcome every time that we gather together for
worship.
On Sundays at the 9.30 am Sung Mass children leave church for
their own teaching and activities during the readings and
sermon and return in time for the Eucharistic Prayer.
At other Masses activity bags are available at the back of the
church. Designed to suit a range of ages from infancy to early
teens, these bags are a great option for children and young
people that would like something to help keep them engaged
while they are in Church.
The Petrus Community Gathering on the 2nd and 4th Sundays
of each month (except for the 4th Sunday in December and
the 2nd Sunday in January) are particularly designed for
families with children, and the community meets in the Parish
Hall where there is more flexible space.
We offer the following programmes for young families, youth
and children, and details are provided in this Welcome Guide:
• Church Time activities for children at the Sunday Sung
Mass;
• Parish Pub Lunch lunch on Sundays for all the family;
• God Time activities for children at the Sunday Petrus Mass;
• Music Time toddlers music group on Wednesday mornings;
• Talitha Community girls Bible study group on Wednesday
afternoons;
• Play Time community playgroup on Friday mornings;
• Junior Choir professional singing lesson on Friday
afternoons;
• Fun Time youth group on Friday evenings.
Please contact Elizabeth Brown (contact details on inside back
cover) for further details about these programmes.

Families worship at all of our Masses,
and are always welcome!

Parish Pastoral Workers

we are here to help you!

Yvonne Bell
yvonnebell@eastmaitlandanglican.org
Mobile: 0428 712 519

Deacon Wendy Brack
wendybrack@eastmaitlandanglican.org
Mobile: 0409 045 202

Judy Cordwell
judithcordwell@eastmaitlandanglican.org
Telephone: (02) 4933 3273

Richard Fellows
richardfellows@eastmaitlandanglican.org
Telephone: (02) 4932 0445

Our Pastoral Workers are
available to assist you and are
active in home visiting.
Please do not hesitate to be in
touch.

Ex^ended
Communion, Visiting
& Assistance with
Travel to Church

Holy Communion is distributed
to people in their homes or in
hospital when they are
prevented by illness or infirmity
from participating in a Sunday
or weekday Eucharist.
If you know of someone in
hospital or at home who would
like to receive Communion
please contact Deacon Wendy
Brack.
We are also happy to visit any
parishioner in their home, or to
arrange transport to assist
parishioners to participate in
weekend worship. Please
contact the Parish Oﬃce.

Pastoral Par^_ers
Dawn Morris
dawnmorris@eastmaitlandanglican.org
Telephone: (02) 4933 3136

Marie Rothnie
marierothnie@eastmaitlandanglican.org
Mobile: 0414 613 647

Pastoral Partners are available
to provide friendly support for
members of the Church.
Please contact the Parish
Oﬃce for more information.

Frozen Meals

We keep a small amount of
emergency frozen home
cooked food available for
anyone who is in short term
need. Please contact Judy
Cordwell who will arrange
delivery.

Being Together
Exbectations of Behaviour in the
Saint Peter’s Church CommunitJ
Jesus told us to love one another as he loves us. As Christians
we know our life together is strengthened when our behaviour is
consistent with our faith. However, our experience of being
together can be diﬃcult, particularly when there are diﬀerences
of opinion, outlook and background. So it is important to be clear
about how we will behave towards each other.

Being a community:
•
•
•

We will value the wellbeing of others.
We will encourage each other to participate in the life of the
church.
We will consider the impact of our behaviour on others.

Relating to each other:
•
•

We will treat each other with respect and dignity, irrespective
of ability, gender, sexuality, race, age or contribution to the
church.
We will act with integrity and honesty in our interactions with
each other.

Communicating with each other:
•
•

We will communicate respectfully with others, and not in a
way that threatens, belittles or humiliates.
We will speak with integrity and honesty, and refrain from
speculation and gossip.

Acknowledging diﬀerence:
•
•

We will respect those who are diﬀerent from us and not
isolate or ridicule them.
We will listen to and seek to understand the beliefs, opinions
and practices of others, even when we do not share their
views.

Responding to conflict:
•
•

We will accept responsibility for our part in a conflict.
We will be willing to play our part in resolving a conflict.

Growing Together in Faith
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

Church Time at Parish Lunches
Sung Mass
& Parish Pub
Lunches

Mission
Lunches

Holy Baptisms Joy Community

Afternoon
Concerts

Sunday
Afternoon
Entertainment

Petrus
Community
Church

God Time at
Petrus
Community

Welcome to
Baptism
Sessions

Brass Cleaning

Cursillo

Mother’s Union

Gardening
(and throughout
week)

Craft Time

Enlightenment
Group

Esther
Community

Saint Peter's
Emergency
Relief

Saint Egwin’s
Fellowship

Paraclete
Group

Senior Choir

Music Time

Enquiring
Minds

Talitha
Community

Welcome to
Baptism
Evenings

Men’s
Fellowship

Resourcing
Team & Parish
Council

Compline

18-30s Trivia
Nights

Play Time

First Friday
Healing Mass

Junior Choir

Fun Time

Lawn Mowing

Flower
Arranging

Holy Matrimony

Fundraising
Events

Saint Peter’s
Emergency
Relief
Stations of the
Cross

Daily Prayer in Church During the Week
Day

Morning Prayer

Mass

Evening Prayer

Sunday

7 am

7.30 & 9.30 am

-

Monday

12 noon

12.30 pm

5.30 pm

Tuesday

8 am

8.30 am

5.30 pm

Wednesday

7.30 am

8 am

5.30 pm

Thursday

8 am

8.30 am

5.30 pm

Friday

10 am

10.30 am

5.30 pm

Saturday

-

6 pm

5.30 pm

Pastoral Out7each to Green Hills, Benhome,
Ashton Gardens and Opal Retirement Facilities
Deacon Wendy Brack is the Anglican Chaplain from our Parish to the four retirements facilities
in which services are regularly held, and in which pastoral care is provided.
For further details about this important ministry please contact Deacon Wendy (details on the inside
back cover).

Sunday Mor_ing
Tea & Sat]rday
Supper
Every Sunday morning throughout
the year there is an opportunity to
share a simple morning tea at the
back of the church building, after
the 7.30 am Holy Eucharist and the
9.30 am Sung Mass. There is no
charge for morning tea.
On the fourth Saturday evening of
each month there is a light supper
after the Vigil Mass, and everyone
is invited to bring some food to
share, and to stay for supper whether they have been able to bring something or not. These are great
opportunities to get to know fellow parishioners.

Parish Lunches & Mission Lunches
We normally gather as a parish family for lunches in the Parish Hall, or in the Rectory Garden on
Sundays on the Feast of Candlemass near the start of each year in early February, on the Patronal
Festival in late June or early July, and on the Feast of Christ the King, the last Sunday of the Christian
Year at the end of November.
Our Parish Christmas Party is held in the Rectory Garden on a Sunday afternoon in the first half of
December each year.
We also gather for our two mission lunches during the year at which we raise funds for our mission
partners and learn about their work.

Parish Pub Lunches
Parish pub lunches are held on one Sunday
each month on most months throughout the
year. The lunches are held at the Bank Hotel
on Melbourne Street, a short walk or drive from
the church. The lunches provide the
opportunity for us to enjoy each other’s
company and to get to know each other better
without the need for us to have to cook!
For a couple of weeks prior to each lunch there
is a sign up sheet at the back of church so that
we can reserve the appropriate number of
tables. People order and pay for their own
food, and sit and eat together.
For further information contact Kim Hodges (contact details on inside back cover).

Joy CommunitJ
The Joy Community is a place for people with
disabilities, along with family, friends and
support workers, to join together as they
explore God's love together with fun, faith and
food.
We enjoy a simple Mass with singing, musical
instruments, Bible stories and teaching,
sensory and craft activities and prayer.
Following this, we share afternoon tea, and
enjoy spending time together.
The Joy Community gathers on the Third Sunday of each month for Mass and fellowship at 2 pm in the
Parish Hall. Please contact the Parish Oﬃce for more information.

Sunday Aﬅer_oon
Enter^ainment
During the year our Fundraising Group organises
Sunday Afternoon Entertainment on a few Sunday
afternoons each year which normally include, food,
drinks and a movie.
The Group also organises other fundraising events on
other days during the year.

Sunday Aﬅer_oon
Concer^s
During the year we are privileged to host Sunday
Afternoon concerts for musicians on an occasional
basis from within the Parish and also community choirs
in our region.

Mothers’ Union
The Mothers Union meets on the Third Monday of each
month throughout the year at 10 am. Meetings are held
in the Parish Hall meeting room, or in the homes of
members of the MU. Please contact Judy Redden for
more information (4934 8130).

Enlightenment Group
The Enlightenment Group is
a mixed adult Bible study
and discussion group
meeting on the 2nd and 4th
Monday of each month at 2
pm.
A range of topics are
discussed, based on the
Christian year. Contact
Deacon Wendy for more
information (contact details
on inside back cover).

Cursillo
Cursillo is a Spanish word
meaning “short course”. It
inspires us with ongoing
support and
encouragement for our
personal growth in Faith.
We are challenged to live
an active Christian life
wherever we find
ourselves. The Cursillo
group at Saint Peter’s
meets on the First Monday
of each month.
Please contact Deacon Wendy (contact details on the inside back cover) for more information.

Craﬅ Time
Our craft group meets in the Church Hall on the First and Third
Monday of the month from 10 am to 2 pm.
Chris Butler co-ordinates the group, and everyone is welcome to
come along with their own favourite craft work. The group is a
relaxing way to enjoy craftwork while meeting new friends and
learning from each other.
For more information please contact Chris on 0456 699 319.

Esther CommunitJ
The Esther women’s
Bible study
community is a
group of women of
all ages who meet
on a Monday
evening at 7 pm to
discuss being a
woman of God in
the modern world.
Women of all ages
are welcome to
attend the Esther
community – no prior experience or knowledge is required! Please contact Elizabeth Brown (contact
details in the inside back cover) for more information.

Saint Egcin’s
Fellowship
Saint Egwin's Fellowship meets for coﬀee or
lunch on the Third Tuesday of alternate months
(February, April, June, August and October) at
the Figlie Cafe, East Maitland normally at 1.30
pm.
This meeting provides an opportunity to share
fellowship with the one-time members of the
Saint Egwin's Guild as well as with additional
friends.

Paraclete Discussion,
Prayer & Suppor^
Group
The Paraclete Group meets on the 1st and 3rd
Tuesdays of each month, concentrating on
prayer and support for each other, their church,
and those we love.
They draw on passages from the bible for inspiration, meditation and discussion. For further
information contact Margaret Dunn on 4966 3031.

Enquiring
Minds
Enquiring Minds Study Group has
been meeting for the past fourteen
years at 10 am on Wednesday
mornings during school term time
for coﬀee and chat and then to
study some aspect of the Bible
particularly the Gospels.
The group has been together for
so long that they have become
more like a family group sharing in
each other's joys and sadness.
For more information please contact Russ and Jan Cooper (4933 3022).

Men’s Fellowship
Our Men’s Fellowship meets on the Fourth
Wednesday of each month throughout the year.
We share a home cooked meal and conversation and
then hear a speaker.
All men of the Parish are welcome to join us. Please
contact Fr Peter (contact details on inside front cover)
for more information.

Compline
Night Prayer
We meet on the Second Wednesday of the
month at 7 pm in the dark of the Church to sing,
give thanks, pray, and to reflect on the day that
has been.
The ancient oﬃce of Compline derives its name
from a Latin word, meaning ’completion’
(completorium).
It is above all a service of quietness and reflection before rest at the end of the day. We also meet to
pray Compline in the first few evenings of Holy Week each year. Please contact Kim Hodges (contact
details in the inside back cover) for more information.

First Friday
CommunitJ
On the First Friday of each month except in
January we gather in church for a shorter Healing
Mass followed by morning tea and fellowship.
This Mass is particularly appreciated by those
who are no longer able to be with us on Sunday
mornings, and provides an opportunity for
worship and also to catch up with friends old and
new.
The Mass begins at 10.30 am, and we remain
seated throughout, and receive Holy Communion
and prayer and anointing for healing in our pews.
Transport can be arranged to bring you to this Mass. Please contact John Pearson (4933 2908) for
transport assistance.

Walking in the Way of the Cross

Prayerfully walking the Stations of the Cross, either alone or as a group is an ancient Christian devotion
that enables us to engage with the suﬀering of Christ on his journey to Calvary. This devotion is often
seen as a small pilgrimage as we journey from station to station.
The fifteen stations focus on the events of Jesus’ journey to the Cross, beginning in the Garden of
Gethsemane and ending at the empty tomb. At each station we recall and meditate upon the specific
event of the Passion, prayers and reflections are oﬀered and we move together as disciples following in
The Way of the Cross.
You are welcome to join us in this liturgy for prayer, reflection, and fellowship. We seek to be a
community that journey together in our spiritual growth as we learn and share our lives together,
following the Way of the Cross. The Stations of the Cross are walked in the Church at 6 pm on the first
Friday evening of each month (except in January), and on each Friday evening during the season of
Lent.

Man Talk
John Butler co-ordinates a group of men who meet together for Bible study, prayer and reflection on
living lives as Christian men. The group normally meets on Wednesday evenings and has a core group
of regular members, and other men would be most welcome to join them. Please contact John for
further details on 0425 339 280.

18 to 30s
Our 18 to 30s group meets informally
on Wednesday evenings for trivia
nights and other activities.
Please contact Kim Hodges (contact
details on the inside back cover) for
more information.

Oppor^]nities to Be Involved
Resourcing Team

Friends of Saint Peter’s Church

Each year at our Annual General Meeting
(usually in February) electors in the Parish elect
Parish Councillors to serve on the Resourcing
Team. The Resourcing Team is made up of
members of the Parish who have particular skills
in finance, management, governance, work,
health and safety, administration and building
maintenance and management.

Led by Beverly Steggles, the Friends of Saint
Peter’s Church is a working group of the
Resourcing Team with responsibility for
seeking out opportunities to share the burden
of maintaining and restoring our heritage
church. The friends work with people,
companies and organisations beyond our
members who wish to support our eﬀorts to
restore our buildings.

If you would like to be considered for election to
the Resourcing Team please do not hesitate to
speak with one of the Church Wardens (contact
details on the back page).

If you would like to be involved please contact
Beverly on 0419 107 736.

Saint Peter’s Fundraising Group

Saint Peter’s Gardeners

Our Fundraising Group know how to organise
a great event! Throughout the year we have a
range of fun events. The group is led by Judi
Moore and if you would like to be involved
please contact her on 4930 0888. Events are
advertised in the Cross and Keys newsletter
and provide opportunities for us to enjoy being
together.

Our beautiful gardens provide tranquil
surroundings for Saint Peter’s Church, and are
appreciated by the local community. There
are opportunities for those who enjoy
gardening and lawn mowing to be involved.
Please contact Charlotte Brock (gardens) on
4930 6102 or John Osborne (lawns) on 4933
1839.

Proceeds from events support the ongoing
maintenance and restoration of the Saint
Peter’s Church building.

Saint Peter’s RotarJ Catering

Saint Peter’s Parish Pant7J

The Parish has been providing meals for the
meetings of the East Maitland Rotary Club
which meets in the Parish Hall for over half a
century. Initially the meals were prepared by
the Rector’s wife, but for many years this work
has been carried out by a dedicated team who
support our paid cook.

Our Parish Pantry team provides catering for
Parish and community events such as Parish
meals and funeral receptions. Catering is
often required at short notice. Funds raised
from these activities support the ministries of
the Church.

Funds raised from these activities support the
ministries of the Church. If you would like to
be involved please contact the Parish Oﬃce.

If you would like to be involved please contact
Robbie and Barb Wood on 4933 1726.

Saint Peter’s Brass Cleaners

Welcoming & HospitalitJ

Saint Peter’s Brass Cleaners meet
approximately once each month on a Monday
morning to clean the brass. The brass cleaning
materials are supplied. If anyone is interested
in helping but unable to come on a Monday,
arrangements can be made for another day.
Any help would be much appreciated.

Our Welcomers provide a friendly and guiding
face as we arrive in church for Mass, and
co-ordinate some of the duties that ensure
that our services run smoothly.

Please contact Shirley Cordwell (4933 1131 or
0404 645 444) or Joy Palmer (4933 8806) for
more information.

Those involved in hospitality assist with
morning tea and other refreshments after
Masses.
If you would like to be involved please
contact Kim Hodges (contact details on back
inside cover).

Emergency Relief Volunteers

Oppor^]nitJ Shop Volunteers

Saint Peter’s Emergency Relief programmes
are staffed by a group of volunteers from the
Parish, who are supported by staff from the
Samaritans Foundation.

Our Opportunity Shop is staffed by volunteers
who assist customers, take payments, sort
clothes and arrange displays.

There are opportunities to be involved in this
ministry on Tuesdays and Thursdays. Please
contact Deacon Wendy (contact details on
inside back cover) for more information.

The Opportunity Shop opens on Thursdays,
Fridays and Saturdays. Please contact Beverly
Steggles on 0419 107 736 if you would like to
be involved.

Saint Peter’s Guild of Serjers

Saint Peter’s Flower Ar7angers

We are always looking for new members of the
Guild to serve at the weekend Masses.
Please contact Terry Thomson on 4934 2745
for more information.

Our flower arrangers prepare flower displays
for each weekend and for special occasions.
Please contact Anne Page (contact details on
back page) for more information.

Suppor^ for our Families Minist7J
Prog7ammes

Practical Assistance for the
Parish Priest

Before and after each Family Ministry
Programme event practical arrangements
need to be made such as setting up chairs,
moving resources, cooking and preparing
hospitality and cleaning after some events
which can be a little messy.

Every week the church needs to be set up for
special services such as weddings and
funerals, and the site needs to be prepared for
special events.

If you would be willing to help please contact
Elizabeth Brown (contact details on inside
back cover).

If you would be willing to assist our Parish
Priest for a few hours each week please
contact him for more information.

The ministries of the Parish are funded entirely by the giving of members of the Church. In addition the
Parish financially supports the outreach of the Diocese of Newcastle and a number of mission partners
through the monies that we receive. To fully support the ministries of the Parish we need to receive an
average of $25 from each adult member every week of the year. We understand that some members of
the Church are able to give more and some are able to give less.

Reg]lar Giving to
the Parish
We have significant regular costs relating to our
staﬀ, buildings and programmes and depend
upon the generosity of members of the
congregations to fund the core costs of our
ministries. We are grateful to all those who
regularly give to God by supporting the
ministries of this Parish. Boxes of giving
envelopes (one envelope for each week of the
year) is available at the back of church, please
take a box if you would like one.
The Resourcing Team asks all those who
regularly give to the life of the Parish to consider
doing so electronically. Giving regularly by bank
transfer is simple to set up and saves having to
remember your giving envelopes each week. It
also reduces security risks on the church site.
There are two ways to set this up: if you have
access to the internet and already use electronic
banking for other payments you can set this up
from within your bank’s website. If not, you can
visit your local bank branch and ask the staﬀ to
arrange it for you.
The Parish’s bank details are:
Saint Peter’s Working Account
Account Number: 00040464, BSB: 035 805
Reference: St Peter’s Giving
An envelope of cards is available at the back of
church. The cards can be placed in the oﬀertory
plates as a symbol of the gift that you have
made electronically. It is important for you to
know that your giving will remain confidential
and will not appear on any financial papers that
are distributed to the Resourcing Team or any
other group.
Please contact our Treasurer, Yvonne Hinde
(contact details on the back page) if you would
like to discuss this confidentially. Yvonne is
available to help you.

Remembering the
Parish in Your Will
After you have remembered your family and
friends, would you be willing to leave a gift in
your Will to support God’s work at Saint
Peter’s?
Once you have made provision for your loved
ones, you have the opportunity to make a lasting
gift to God by leaving a bequest to support the
work of Saint Peter’s Church.
A gift in your Will is one of the most valuable and
lasting ways that you can continue to support
the mission and ministry of the Anglican Parish
of East Maitland.
No matter how large or small, every gift is an
expression of your gratitude and thanksgiving to
God, and can make a significant impact on our
mission and ministry.
Bequests received from parishioners will be
added to the Saint Peter’s Endowment Trust.
The money that you give will be continually held
in the Trust, producing interest from the Trust to
support the Parish.
We would be very grateful if you would consider
making provision in your Will to the glory of God
and for the ministry of this Parish. Please use the
following wording:
I bequeath to the Trustees of Church Property for
the Diocese of Newcastle in the state of New
South Wales the sum of XX dollars to be applied
for the benefit of the Anglican Parish of East
Maitland to the Saint Peter’s Endowment Trust in
such manner as the said Trustees may approve.
Please contact Peter Kirsop (contact details on
the back page) if you would like to discuss this
confidentially. Peter is available to help you.

What we do in Worship
Making the Sig_ of the Cross
Early Christian documents from the second century onwards
refer to the faithful using the sign of the cross in many
diﬀerent circumstances as an outward expression of belief.
Christians all understand the cross as the point at which the
nature of God in Christ is fully revealed as sacrificial love.
For Christians the way to God and eternal life leads through
the Cross. When we make the sign of the Cross we are
reminding ourselves of this. At times it is also in
accompaniment of a prayer but it is in itself a prayer without
words; God be in my head, my heart and be my strength. It is
a way of praying not just with our minds and souls but with
our bodies.
To make the sign of the cross the fingers of the worshipper’s right hand first touch the forehead, then the
chest, then the left shoulder followed by the right, finishing over the heart. This is the style of the church
in the West. Eastern Christians bring the first two fingers of the right hand together with the thumb to
represent the three parts of the Trinity and also touch their foreheads and chests, but then first the right
shoulder to the left, again ending over their hearts. Sometimes this is repeated three times. In either
case we make this action mindfully and prayerfully.
Crossing oneself with a finger dipped in ‘Holy Water’ at the entrance to the church reminds us that in our
public worship as members of the Church, the body of Christ, we fulfil the promises of our baptism,
where we were first marked with this distinctive Christian sign. It also reminds us - as we walk into the
church building - that it is through our baptism that we entered into the life of the Church.
We make the sign of the Cross together at the start of our worship, when the priest prays the prayer of
absolution, at the start and end of the sermon, at the end of the Creed when we are reminded of the
hope of eternal life through Christ’s actions on the Cross, and as the priest prays the prayer of blessing
at the end of the Mass.

Genuﬂecting
To genuflect is to ‘bow the knee’, to go down on one knee (usually the right) and it is the most profound
form of bowing. It is a sign of reverence that we use to worship not only with all our heart, with all our
soul and with all our mind but also with our bodies. In its solemnity we use it to remind ourselves of the
presence of God, and our desire to sincerely worship him.
Genuflections are most commonly used as a response to and acknowledgment of the presence of Jesus
in the consecrated elements (bread and wine) of the Eucharist. It is customary to genuflect on leaving
one’s place to approach the altar to receive Holy Communion, and again on leaving the sanctuary.
Wherever the sacrament is reserved (in our church to the right of the altar in the sanctuary) it is
traditional to genuflect on passing it or on entering and leaving the church. We also genuflect or bow
when we profess the incarnation during the Creed.

Bowing
The simplest form of bowing is when the head alone is inclined slightly forward and down. The most
solemn is a profound bow from the waist. It is customary to bow when we say “Glory to the Father and
to the Son and to the Holy Spirit” in the liturgy. More generally, though, it is customary to bow the head
slightly at the mention of the name of Jesus, whenever it is heard in church. This encourages us to not
only honour the sacred name but to be attentive at all times during our worship. We also bow a deeper
bow when we enter the church and face the altar for the first time.

Kneeling
We are invited to kneel in personal prayer before and after the Mass and after we have received Holy
Communion and have returned to our seat.

Standing
We stand still to pay attention and to show respect. Consequently it is our tradition to stand at the
Gloria, for the proclamation of the Gospel and for the profession of the Creed. The gospel reading
reminds us of Christ’s presence with his people as it is read among the congregation and we stand in his
honour. The creed is a corporate statement of faith, and standing expresses our solidarity, as does our
standing to sing God’s praises together.
We stand during the Eucharistic Prayer as a reminder that we are partakers in the actions that are taking
place. If you are unable to stand please feel free to sit whilst others stand around you.

Candles
Originally candles were used as the main
source of light, and also because they
were a common sign of honour in both
civil and religious contexts in the Roman
empire. By adopting these symbols, early
Christians oﬀered to Christ the honour and
respect traditionally oﬀered to the
emperors and their representatives.
They are also used as an aid to worship,
lighting the way symbolically, and in earlier
times literally, but especially reminding us
that Christ is the light of the world. They
are carried in procession with the cross or
crucifix to honour it and they decorate
altars, representing the throne of God,
from which the light of Christ shines upon
his gathered people.
Candles are lit for private prayer as an accompaniment, a small oﬀering giving glory to God. When we
go, leaving the burning candle behind, we should remember that our souls never leave the presence of
God.

Bells
For centuries it has been customary to ring bells to summon the people to church and on other
occasions such as at marriages, the death of a parishioner or for the ringing of the Angelus, a memorial
of the incarnation. Small bells are used at the altar and rung during the Eucharist to draw attention to
particular actions that are taking place at the altar.

Holy Water
The baptism of Jesus is understood to bless all water. At the baptism of the faithful, the priest recalls
this blessing in prayers that refer to water as a sign of God’s power both to give life and to cleanse and
renew. Water over which prayer has been made (“Holy Water”) is found at the entrances to the church.
Worshippers dip their fingers to cross themselves as a reminder that their worship and prayer is a
renewal of the undertakings made at their baptism.

Incense
Made from the various resins and gums of plants, incense is produced when these are burned in a
thurible with charcoal. Originally used in Jewish worship both to accompany animal and other
sacrifices, it has been commonly interpreted in both Jewish and Christian worship as a symbol both of
prayer (as rising to God) and of oﬀering (as a precious and valuable gift).
Incense was also a symbol of respect in civil and religious ceremonies in the Roman empire, a respect
transferred by Christians to God. This honorific aspect lies behind its use when carried in procession at
the Mass, and in procession before the Gospel book on its way to be read in the midst of the
congregation. It also lies behind the censing of objects – the altar, censed at the beginning of Mass and
at the oﬀertory. Most of all, it applies to the censing of the consecrated gifts of bread and wine. In the
liturgy of the Church, incense acts to stimulate the sense of smell drawing us into a fuller participation,
so that we worship with all of our being.

The Greeting of Peace
The Greeting of Peace is an encounter, a reconciliation and an anticipation. As an encounter it reminds
us that we meet Christ in others and that without that encounter it is impossible to meet God. ‘Those
who say “I Love God” and hate their brothers and sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a brother
or sister whom they have seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen’ (1 John 4:20).
As a reconciliation it dramatises the injunction of Matthew 5:23-24: ‘So when you are oﬀering your gift at
the altar, if you remember that your brother and sister has something against you, leave your gift there
before the altar and go; first be reconciled to your brother or sister, and then come and oﬀer your gift’.
As an anticipation it visualises the Holy Communion as a foretaste of the banquet in the Kingdom of
God. The peace and unity experienced provide a glimpse of the Kingdom which is yet to come. The
Greeting of Peace prepares us for the sacramental meal which follows.
We enter into the sharing of the Peace enthusiastically at Saint Peter’s, but need also to remember that
this is not a time for the kinds of conversations that we will have after the Mass has concluded.

The Christian Year
The Church’s liturgical calendar
provides a way of celebrating
the events of the life of our
Lord and of recording the great
doctrines of faith. There are
two major focal points in the
Christian year: Christmas and
Easter. Each of these is
preceded by a season of
preparation: Advent, which
marks the beginning of the
Christian year, leading to
Christmas, the celebration of
the incarnation of our Lord; and
Lent, starting with Ash
Wednesday as a period of
spiritual discipline of prayer, fasting and almsgiving making ready for our Lord’s triumph over death on
Easter Day.
Moreover they are followed by seasons of celebration: Epiphany follows Christmas with its message
that our Lord is the Saviour of all people; and after Easter is Ascension, Jesus’ return to reign eternally
with God, and the Easter season ends with Pentecost (Whit Sunday) with the commemoration of the
pouring out of the Holy Spirit. This is followed a week later by Trinity Sunday, celebrating God’s
revelation of God’s self, traditionally expressed in Christianity, as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. In
addition to these holy days, the calendar provides for the celebration of other events in the life of Jesus
and for the commemoration of the saints and martyrs of the Bible and subsequent history of the Church.

Lit]rgical Colours
These are associated with the seasons and festivals of the ecclesiastical year and are used in vestments
and other liturgical objects, such as the altar frontal, to reflect the mood of the season or occasion.
They are an aid to worship in that they stimulate the sense of sight. Over the centuries there has been
much variation in the use of colours and quite diﬀerent interpretations of their significance. Currently
generally six colours are used:
•

White and/or gold, signifying purity and the glory of the Lord, on major feast days such as Christmas,
Epiphany, Easter, Trinity Sunday, angels, saints who are not martyrs, the feast of All Saints and at
weddings and baptisms;

•

Red, the colour of blood and therefore sacrifice, for Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday,
and martyrs, and also at Pentecost to remind us of the flames of the Holy Spirit;

•

Purple, the colour of royalty and of austerity, for the Season of Lent;

•

Blue, the colour of hope, during the Season of Advent;

•

Black, or violet, for the commemoration of All the Faithful Departed on All Souls’ Day and traditionally
the colour for funerals;

•

Green, is the colour of nature and life, for ordinary Sundays and weekdays, that is those days when
the other colours are not used.

Vest>ents
The vestments or ecclesiastical
clothes of the priest and those
serving in the sanctuary derive from
street dress in Roman times but
today are often made of richly
decorated fabrics and possess
allegorical meanings. As the priest
stands together with the faithful, the
vestments seek to remove the person
of the priest from the Mass leaving
instead the agent of God.
The alb is a long white linen robe, a
sign of purity of heart; it represents
the white dress of mockery with
which Jesus was clothed by Herod to revile him as a fool.
The girdle, a white cord with which the Alb is bound round the waist, is the emblem of purity.
The stole, a long narrow strip of silk, hangs around the neck. It symbolises the spiritual authority of the
priest, and also the burden of this ministry.
The chasuble, the outer most garment worn by those celebrating the Eucharist, is the emblem of the
virtue of divine charity, the virtue that should permeate all that a priest does.
The cope, a large semicircular cloak, is worn at liturgical functions when the chasuble is not used such
as in processions and at Evensong.
The deacon and sub-deacon, who assist the priest at Mass, are vested in alb and girdle and over these
the deacon wears the stole over the left shoulder and a dalmatic in place of the chasuble. The subdeacon, being a lay person, is without a stole, and wears the tunicle, similar in design to the dalmatic.
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